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Oh! by the hollow blast that moans around, 

% That sweeps the wild harp with a plaintive ound; 
V !y the long surge that foams thro? yonder cave, 

Whose vaults remurmur to the roaring wwe; 

| With living colours bid description glow ; Fin = 

| The cad memorial of a tale of woe ! | | = 
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Ir was on one of those days, when veil- = 
ed in dark gloomy clouds, the sun emits | | 
a feeble cheerless ray—when whirlwinds | 
rend the heaving bosom of the deep, and - 9 
the firmly rooted rock shakes beneath the . 
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impetuous surge. On such a day, and 
on one of the wildest and most remote of 
those islands which lay off the Scottish 
coast, a poor distracted recluse, who had 
long remained the only inhabitant of this 
solitary scene, was wandering near the 
shore, enjoying with wild delight the 
dashing of the angry waves against the 
frowning cliffs. The turbulence of the 
ocean seemed for a time to lull to peace 
the emotions of his no less troubled breast, 
and he stood surveying the raging billows 
with a degree of calmness which he only 
felt on such r 


While heedless of the storm that raged 
around, he thus remained fixed to the 
spot, something suddenly appeared float- 
ing on a wave, and in the succeeding 
moment a human body was thrown at 


his feet. The sight of so dismal an ob- 


ject called back to his mind, the bitter 
recollections which his unhappy state 
| would at intervals drive away; he gazed a 
| | few 


5 
few moments in fixed surprise, then burst 
into tears, and throwing himself on the 
pale corpse, mourned over it, with all the 


sorrow of one whose dearest friend lay 
suddenly lifeless at his feet. 


At length he bund arose, and tak - 
ing the body in his arms, bore it to his 
habitation, a rude cave in an adjacent 
rock, partly formed by nature, and partly 
by the industry of its inhabitant, who in 
his lucid intervals, would beguile the tedi- 
ousness of time, and the bitterness of re- 
flection, in almost vain endeavours to 
render it comfortable. 


Thither he conveyed the melancholy 
object, and laying it on the moss which he 


had collected for a bed, again yielded 


himself to the most poignant affliction: 
He had not however long remained in 


this situation, when he thought he be- 


held a slight motion in the limbs; he ob- 
served it more particularly, and was soon 
$7571 A2 convinced 


exhausted fire, and-then danced round 


covered - his. recollection. ' A figure so 


« ed against the merciless rocks, and no 
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convinced that reanimation had taken 


place. Transported with this discovery, 
he eagerly chafed the limbs, rekindled his 


his cave with frantic extravagance. He 
was thus employed when the stranger re- 


strange as that which now appeared be- 
fore him, acting in à manner $0 wild 


and uncommon, together with the rude 
appearance of the cave and its furniture, 
filled him with such astonishment, that he 
began to doubt the reality of has return 
to * 1 


„Upon what strange country,“ said 
he, has my wayward fate thrown me, 
« 'or how came I hither? it seems but a 
« few moments since the vessel was dash- 


« prospect of -deliverance aided my vain 
« efforts to bear up against the furious 
<« Sarge. Can the strange being whom 1 
© now see before me, have proved my 

| « deliverer, 


6 
« deliverer, or have the humane inhabi- 
< tants of this island, resigned me to 
« the care of one $0 evidently distracted.” 


Thus Ga the astonished Giraldus, 
for he it was who had been timely snatch- 
ed from the grasp of impending death. 
The succeeding wave to that which had 
overwhelmed them, had washed him 
through a narrow creek, and providence 
had disposed the only inhabitant of the 
island to repair to that spot for his pre- 
servation. He now partly raised himself, 
till absorbed in wonder at the appearance 

of every thing around him, when the 
stranger, giving over the extravagancies 
which his joy had excited, came towards 
him, and falling on his knee, took him 
tenderly by the hand. My heart,” said 
he, © has long ceased to beat with joy— 
sorrow only has possessed it—but now 
« I think I feel it returning—yes, there is 
« life in it, and I may yet be happy.” A 
transient lustre shot from his eyes—bur 
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soon faded—the fleeting smile was gradu- 
ally lost in an expression of inward an- 
guish, he raised his eyes slowly towards 
heaven, while his distorted countenance 
displayed traces of the deepest affliction. 
% No,” he continued, it cannot be, hap- 
<« piness would have dwelt with me, but 
« I spurned her away; never shall I be- 
hold her more, these tears in vain Shall 
* wash the parched earth, this heart shall 
waste away with cares, but she will ne- 
« yer more return to me. O my dis- 
« tracted soul, when will the measure of 
e my afflictions be filled.” His head 
sunk on his breast, and he remained for 
some time buried in profound sorrow. 


E | ho yt 11 
Giraldus, still more amazed at the 
strangeness of his manner, and the vio- 
lence of his grief, began attentively to 
consider the figure of the person before 
him. The sudden transitions of his pas- 
sions, and the wildness of his eyes and 
manners, betokened the distraction of his 
| 12 mind, 


mind, his face, though exposed to all the 
inclemencies of the weather, still bore 
traces of manly beauty, while the tatter- 
ed garb which he wore, deserting his 
right arm and breast, displayed therein 
the appearance of great muscular strength, 
long inured to the beating of Storms and 
the action of meridian uns. f 

* O. 344k, Ln 
Such was the Fm which Giraldus 
now attentively surveyed, and the cave in 
which he dwelt appeared formed by the 
hand of nature for the habitation of such 
a being only. Hanging rocks projecting 
from the roof, seemed to threaten im- 
pending destruction to those below ; the 
entrance was concealed, and nearly closed 
by brambles and thorns, round which a 
few stunted pines that drew their. scanty 
sustenance from the clefts of the rock, 
threw a gloomy shade, and pointed out 0 
fir abode for Pos and sorrow. 


The Stranger now didn to recover 
| 3 from 


IZ 


from the deep affliction into which he 
bad sunk, his countenance lately over- 
spread and convulsed with the anguish 
of his soul, became gradually serene; he 
arose, and again expressed his joy in a 
stile so wholly free from every appearance 
of insanity, that Giraldus began to think 
he had been mistaken in the opinion he 
had first formed. The anxious solici- 
tude he displayed to render his guest 
every comfort his situation could afford, 
proved the goodness of a heart oppressed 
and weighed down by the heavy hand of 


He now went out to procure some 
fire wood, and at his return assisted to 
dry the wet cloaths of Giraldus, then 
layed before him such provisions as his 
cave afforded, consisting of dried roots 
and fish, often soliciting him to eat, and 
lamenting that he had nothing else to of- 
fer. Giraldus felt his kindness forcibly, 
the generous care and anxiety which he 
—4 | had 
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13 
had displayed for his preservation, touch- 
ed his heart with gratitude, he deplored 
the cause that confined him to this so- 
litary island, and at intervals deprived 
him of that reason, which from parts of 
his conversation he could easily perceive 
had formerly been energetic and forcible. 


As often however as he endeavoured to 

turn the conversation on this cause, he 
could observe the instantaneous effect it 
had upon the stranger; the bare mention 
of it seemed to call back all the sorrows 
he had endured, his eyes would wildly 
roll, and every symptom of distraction 
follow, when the subject was alluded to, 
and Giraldus perceived it was too tender 
a string to bear even the slightest touch of 
friendship. He determined therefore to 
sacrifice an unnecessary curiosity rather 
than excite the torture with which its 
gratification must be attended. 


His own situation recurred in full ſorce 
As on 
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on the mind of Giraldus, the retrospec- 
tion brought with it all the train of mys- 
terious proceedings to which he had been 
the victim; still however he felt himself 


utterly incapable of judging by whose 


authority he had been immured at the 
castle, or what their intentions were, had 
the completion of their designs been per- 
mitted. This evident interposition of 
the hand of providence. in his favour, 
excited emotions of gratitude to the di- 
vine being, and a short ejaculation ex- 


pressed the confidence he reposed in his 


mercies. His heart beat with the pleas- 


ing thoughts, that he might once more 
| behold his friends, perhaps after they had 


long numbered him with the dead ; for 
though the - probable means of escape 
from this island were few, yet imagination, 
aided by hope, formed a variety of possi- 
ble circumstances that gut inn 
to his deliverance. ren fot 


With his companion he frequently tra- | 
. 9 4 versed 
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versed the limits of the island; it was 
rude and barren, in some parts the scanty 
soil scarcely covered the rock, which in 
others exposed its bare sterile face in broad 
patches; towards the coast it arose in 
abrupt cliffs, whose frowning aspects 
the mariner avoided with terror; some 
few straggling trees only contributed to 
point out by contrast the general barren- 
ness of the scene, and by their deformed 
ramifications shewed the unfayourable- 
ness of their. papain Situation, 


(hin the time which now began to 
appear lingering and tedious, and in which 
hope would sometimes give way to des- 
pair, Giraldus could only pursue the ne- 
cessary business of procuring food; he 
would remain for hours picking a scanty 
supply of shell - fish from among the rocks, 
or patiently employing the indifferent 
tackle his situation afforded, to catch the 
finny tribe. Often while thus engaged, 
would his eyes dwell on the distant Scot- 

ry tish 
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tish main, and often would a thousand 
schemes which cooler reason disapproved, 
present the means to waft him thither; 

but though insufficient, they would dwell 

on his mind, and excite in it hopes of 
| some time enen his wiphes. 


The vitthippy: state of his companion 
was a constant source of grief and appre- 
hension soon as the first emotions of his 
joy had subsided, he sunk into the habi- 
tual melancholy in which he had long 
_ been accustomed to indulge. Short in- 
_ tervals of apparently clear reason would 
k 4 4 4 Sometimes intervene, but these were al- 
mays sure to be succeeded by fits of the 
= most frantic lubacy ; at these times he 
would scale the wildest heights of the 
crags, and remain in situations which the 
pectator grew dizzy inbeholding ; there 
exposed to every inclemency of the wea- 
* | ther he would hang over the impending 
1 cliff, and seem to extract calmness from 
1 the dire raging of the elements. 


The 
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The impossibility of preventing or 
relieving him, would fill the heart of Gi- 
raldus with sorrow, while his mind was 
constantly agitated with horror, in the 
expectation of beholding some dreadful 
conclusion to the frantic sallies of his 
companion. The habit however of fre- 
quently seeing him return unhurt, in part 
wore away these painful expectations, 
though the apprehensions of some fatal 
event, of which he could not wholly di- 
vest himself, would at times return in full 
force. a 1 y X 


A bow and arrows which he had form- 
ed of such rude materials as he could 
procure, afforded a diversity to his amuse- 
ments and food. The island abounded 
with sea-fowl, which, though in them- 
selves of no very delicate flavour, were 
esteemed a luxury by those whose only 
9 lay i in a precarious Supply of 


fsh. | 
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But from scenes that afforded so little 
variety, the imagination of Giraldus would 
fly to those which his youthful days had 
dressed in constant smiles, he sighed. , 
at the contrast, he sighed at the recollec- 
tion of friends most dear to him, of El- 
vina—on whose loved image he could 
ever have gazed with delight. Why,” 
said he, did my evil destiny make me 
« acquainted with such perfection, was 
« it only to tempt my presumptuous 
bi! hopes for a short season, in order more 
deeply to plunge me in the abyss of 
« despair ? Why was I not born of equal 
rank, that I might boldly have claimed 
© her preference? Alas my happiness 
* would then have exceeded the portion 
«* which heaven has allotted to humanity. 
I must yet overcome this boundless 
e passion. Yet why seek to suppress my 
« love; may I not be permitted to live 
66 for her alone, and restraining the ar- 
« dency of my affections, to adore at 
* humble distance her inimitable perfec- 

« tions; 
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tions; surely I may, the world will not 
e censure me for this, or what is more, I 


1 shall 00 fall under mn ov 


cc sion.“ FT =2z 1 


235 8 Gd Giraldus, blinded by love, 
vainly suppose he could draw the boun- 
dary to passion, and pointing to the li- 
mits which prudence had marked, ex- 
claim, Thus far shalt thou go. 


2: Though his ituation- in -this lone re- 
treat, became every day more irksome, 
and though some new schemes that he 


had formed for his conveyance thence, 


wore the air of possibility, yet could he 
not determine to put them in execution, 
and leave his unhappy companion to the 
too probable effects his phrenzy, heighten- 
ed by such a circumstance might prompt. 
During the intervals of reason the only 
pleasure he seemed to enjoy, arose from 
the society and conversation of his com- 


panion; ; after any of his extravagant ac- 


tions, 
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tions he would bewail his malady, and ex- 
press his fears of doing something that 
might give offence. *I don't know how 
* it is,” he would say. but I am hurri- 
«ed away by an irresistible impulse; 1 
then fancy I could tear up the rooted 
« rocks, and dash the planets from their 
« orbits z the sea seems to fly from me in 
<« dread, and it is this apparent yielding 
to my powers that at length lulls me to 
calmness.“ At other times he would 
recite Short and detached circumstances 
of his life, in a stile so mournful, so pa- 
thetic, as would wring his hearer's heart 
een him even into tears. 


6 during 
which Giraldus had contrived to render 
the cave somewhat more habitable; in 
the day he wearied himself with his ne- 
cessary avocations, and each night retired 
to his humble cell, where, over che cheer- 
ful blaze of their fire, and at times in 
conversation with his companion. he 
would 
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would endeavour to forget that he had 
ever hoped for greater enjoyments. Some- 
times indeed when melancholy reflection 
forced itself on his mind, he would re- 
tire to the rocky beach, there listen to 
the hollow sounding of the waves as 
they dashed against the remote extremity 
of some cavern, or watch the trembling 
moon beam as it glittered on the edge of the 
breaking wave, till the calm scenes would 


lull to peace the sorrows of his breast, 


and fill it with emotions of sacred solemn 
delight. | SSC 


At other times the grand terrific effects 


of a storm would call him forth; the 


huge rolling waves dashing with almost 
irresistible force against the craggy rocks, 
then retiring as if to gain additional power, 


the far seen beacon blazing with more 
intense flame from the furious blast, 
warned the cautious mariner to shun the 


dangerous 


and with their return envelop the high * 
pointed cliffs in whitened spray; while 


1 
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dangerous coast. From these sublime 
though awful effects of the raging ele- 
ment he would retire to calm meditation. 
and as the hollow wind howled round the 
cave, feel the consciousness of a blessing 
still within his power. WA 


One evening he had retired to his mos- 
sy bed earlier than usual, the storm was 
violent, and the rain poured down in tor- 
rents, his companion had remained all 
day in the cavern in one of those gloomy 
fits by which he was at times affected; 
finding that his attempts to arouse him 
were ineffectual, he retired alone, and was 
soon lulled to sleep by the roaring of the 


* 


HFis imagination still dwelt on his com- 
panion, and frightful images tormented 
his slumber, sometimes he thought he 
beheld him expiring at his feet, and at 
others he seemed to threaten him with im- 
mediate death, while incapable of moving 

| or 
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or acting, he lay in horrid suspense await- 
ing the expected blow; then quitting his 
corporeal form he appeared to melt away 
in air, and gradually vanish from his 
sight. c e 2 

Aroused by the terrors of his dream, 
he started up, and saw him still sitting by 
the dying embers; at the noise he turned 


suddenly round, and the faint gleam 


which the fire gave, exhibited a most dis- 
tracted visage, he fixed his eyes on Giral- 


dus with a kind of wild penetration, which 


he had never before observed, then drew 
a dagger that he had concealed, and 
advanced hastily towards the spot where 
he lay. At a few paces distant he stopped 
with a sudden start, and a look of horror, 
as though he had beheld some dreadful 
phantom ; begone— he cried, in a 
voice scarcely human, while his whole 
frame shook with emotion, and his eye- 


balls rolled with the most shocking distor- 
tion; at length gradually recovering him- 
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self, he sunk on his knees, and with the 
dagger began to dig away the earth. 
After he had been thus employed for 
some time, he stopped, threw the dagger 
from him, and seemed intently gazing on 
some object which was too low to be dis- 
covered by Giraldus ; he appeared buri- 
ed in profound affliction, and the silent 
tears rolled down his cheeks, while with 
eagerness he collected the earth together, 
and carefully pressed it down; then liſt- 
ing his hands and eyes towards heaven he 
uttered a roar, which gradually changed 
into a howl so dismal, that the heart of 
Giraldus shuddered, and the blood crept 
through his veins with horror. On a 
sudden he stopped and listened, hark,“ 


said he, she calls, she calls me — there, 
there again—O Maria, my beloved, 
« my angel I come I follow.” He 
started up, and rushed furiously into the 
storm, which now seemed to beat with 
redoubled- fury, Giraldus followed, but 

I” the 
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the darkness of the night prevented every 
means of tracing him; he dreaded the 
effects of his violent phrenzy, and fore- 


edles of the arm, be therefore fol 


lowed to those places that had been 


his usual haunts, but the total darkness 
of the night eluded his eager gaze, and 
the roaring of the waves excluded every 
other sound. Thus compelled to give 
up a hopeless pursuit, he slowly returned 
to the cave in breathless agitation, he sat 
listening to every slight noise, and the 
rustling of a dried leaf was frequently 
transformed by fancy to the sound of an 
n 2 


Never had the ka of Giraldus been 
ne with such horror as it was dur- 
ing the remainder of this night, in which 
anxiety and expectation arose to such a 
height, that he sometimes feared his own 
mind would yield under the weight. 

| | The 
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The night passed, and a cheerless 
morning dawned, but his companion did 
not return; his fears were now nearly rea- 


lized, and as soon as the light grew suf- 


ficiently strong, he left the cave in the ex- 
pectation of beholding some dreadful ob- 


ject. But in this expectation he was de- 


ceived, no object but the wild rocks and 
turbulent ocean met his eye, and after an 
ineffectual search for most of the day, he 
was compelled to suppose that the un- 
happy maniac had precipitated himself 


from some projecting cliff into the foam- 
| ing its that raged below. 


The contatiny of his Walanchely fate 


filled the heart of Giraldus with the deep- 


est affliction; his esteem for the unfortu- 
nate stranger had been gradually increas- 
ed as he became more acquainted with 


dis character, the goodness of his heart 


displayed itself in frequent little incidents, 
but his passions were violent, and it ap- 
__ that he yielded too much to their 
impetuosity. 
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impetuosity. The circumstance that had 
driven him to distraction seemed to have 
proceeded from this source, and to have 
rendered him the victim of that incessant 


remorse to _— he had at n fallen 


a Sacrifice. 


N & nne . 
A melancholy day passed heavily along, 
and night arrived, while Giraldus indulged 


the mournful reflections that arose in his 


mind, his situation was now become more 
insupportable than ever, he felt the .hor- 
rors of a total seclusion from every fellow- 
creature, and they mingled with those 
which the fate of his unhappy companion 
had inspired. Comfortless and dejected 
he retired to his humble bed, but the 
events of the day forbade the comforts of 
temporary forgetfulness, he tossed about 
on his hard couch, and often started 
from imaginary scenes, scarcely less hor- 
rible than the reality. | 


Long before the dawn of day he left 
| 3 
: 
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his restless bed, and wandered mourn- 
fully about the island. The morning 
was calm, and the moon shone with un- 
common brilliancy, the wild scenery 
seemed soſtened into harmony by her 
mild beam, while the grey mists threw 
their slight veil over the rugged rocks. 
He repaired to the sea - shore; the gentle 
murmur of the waves seemed to sooth to 
tranquillity the emotions which the pre- 
ceding day had excited, and he sat alter- 
nately gazing at the distant shores of 
Scotland, or musing in deep wonder on 
the mysterious light which the gently 
agitated water threw out, as it felt the 

pobbled oppezition of the shore. 00 


His reflections were at eng called off 
by an object which he could just percerve 
at a distance, and as he viewed it more 
attentively he perceived it was a vessel, 
gliding gently along with the faint breeze. 
Aroused at the has he NOI + to 

hail 
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8 an but his utmost efforts were quite 
ineffectual; at length he ran to his cave, 
and taking a lighted stick waved it in the 
air for a considerable time, but whether 
che seamen did not observe the signal, or 
were unable to comprehend what it was, 
or whether they were unwilling to venture 
was well known, they passed on without 
appearing to notice it. He felt disap- 
pointed and somewhat dejected, a gay 
train of flattering hopes had been sud- 
denly called up by this appearance; but 
while: he lamented his inability to catch 
their attention, he turned his thoughts to 
the means he had formerly devised for 
quitting the island. The best adapted for 
the pyrpose and indeed the only one that, 
under his present circumstances presented 
itself to his view, was to form a raft of 
such materials as he could collect, and he 
hoped, by taking advantage of a fine day, 
to be able to paddle himself to the Scot- 
tish coast. Some planks belonging to the 
Vol. II. B | wreck 
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| wreck of a vessel, probably of that which 


brought him thither, had some time since, 
been washed on shore; these he had care. 
fully preserved, and they now considerably 
tended to aid his design. The trees that 
grew on the island, though very small, 
might, he thought, prove serviceable, and 
an axe with some other carpenter's tools, 
which his late companion had someway 
procured, would be sufficient to answer 
every purpose he should want. 


Elated with these considerations, which 
from the determination he had formed of 
not quitting the place without his compa- 
nion, he had never suffered himself to 
dwell on before, he resolved immediately 
to commence his labour; he reviewed and 
drew out his materials, examined the 
trees most proper to be felled, and consi- 
dered on the most frugal plan for che ap- 
b his stores. 1 


The > gray dawn FTI now to o expand, 
and 


and the slight tinge of red of the eastern 
horizon, faintly trembled on the bosom 
of the ocean, till its encreasing fires shed 
their effulgent blaze around, and the 
glowing waves danced in the dazzling 
Splendor ; the moon now resigning her 
modest reign, withdrew her mild radiance 
and with pale aspect yielded the world to 
the influence of a more powerful lumi- 


nary. 


 Giraldus felt himself invigorated and 
refreshed by his morning's toil; he pur- 
sued unremittingly his labour for the re- 
mainder of the day, and in the evening 
dwelt with some delight on the progress 
he had We made. 


But the recollection of his unhappy 
companion would frequently intervene, 
and though he sighed at his fate, he in- 
dulged the reflection that his sufferings 
were at length terminated. He now for 
the first time called to mind his conduct 

B 2 on 


on the evening of his death, lis emotions 

as he dug away the earth, the silent sor- 
1 row, which he displayed as he hung over 
* the place, and the subsequent violence of 
| his phrenzy, all seemed to have an evi- 
| N 


dent connexion with some concealed ob- 
ject. What it was that could cause such 
emotion he was unable to comprehend, 
4 but he felt his curiosity much excited, 
— and determined immediately to gratify it. 
| le began therefore to move away the 
earth, in the spot that he had before ob- 
zerved, but had not proceeded far ere he 
elosed it again with horror; part of a hu- 
man hand appeared, and, from the positi- 
on in which it stood, seemed connected 


with the body, and purposely left in this 
| F State, as an object of occasional contem- 


plation. 


=” rom parts nf his conversation Giraldus 
was sometimes led to suppose that some 
person had fallen a victim to his phrenzy, 
n but he was unable to decide 
| | whether 
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whether his recent emotions proceeded 
from remorse or regret. The idea, and 
the vicinity of such an object however in- 
spired a degree of horror that required 
an exertion of reason to overcome. 


The evening passed slowly on, and he 
wished for returning light with all the 
anxiety of one whose whole soul is wrap- 
ped in some favourite pursuit; morning 
came, and with renovated vigour he con- 
tinued his labour. The next day saw it 
compleated, and he had the satisfaction 
to find as it floated, that it bore him stea- 
dily. | 8 


Full of hope, he now returned to his 
cave to make other preparations and await 
till the weather should appear quite settled. 
The near prospect of a return to his 
friends delighted him, a load of anxiety 
was removed from his heart, and returning 
happiness seemed opening to his view; 
but still a sigh would at times escape 

B 3 though 
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though he scarcely suffered his mind to 
glance towards the cause. 


As he was busily employed in turning 
over some things belonging to the deceas- 
ed, which he had juſt discovered in an 
obscure corner of the cave, he found 

= among them a roll of papers carefully 
bound together, on which some writing 
appeared. On opening them he soon 

perceived they were written by his late 
companion, the phrenzied state betrayed 
its author; it seemed an imperfect narra- 
tive of his life, and as he heav'd a 
Sigh to his memory, we sat down, and read 
as follows : | 


Under the pressure of heavy afflic- 
= tions, I write—thouthat readestshudder 
48 4 2 * and beware vice and folly have cut 
= me off from society have bewildered 
| * this brain, have Oh! I could tear re- 
collection from her seat, I could drown 
Wha I could overwhelm her beneath 

« the 
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the dashing waves—but I must not— 
my loved Maria says, I must not. 
Sweet angel! with thee I left our peace- 
ful habitation, quitted the happiness 
4 that never returned. Say what demon 
<« tempted me? Was it avarice ? Yes, he 
e tempted me to desert my native home, 
<« he tempted me to leave my infant child, 
« did not the chiding of the hollow blast 
« with fearful ominous voice upbraid me 
5 with this, it did, it did; but mad, 
© heedless, headlong, I drove on to de- 
« $truction, to unutterable Sorrow, My 
« child—my tender love ho does a fa- 
*ther's solicitude sleep, when unconsci- 
« ous of thy fate; but heavy sorrows 
& have worn me down, have steeled this 
breast against all feeling, and soon must 
I depart—Oh! it was horrible to hear 
how the tempest roared, to see the 
« dashing waves mingling with the sky, 
„to see the wild rocks whitened with 
their foam, and hear the bitter cry of 
death from the sinking mariners—it 
© was 
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<« was dreadful—Hopeless I $sunk into 
«-nsensibility, would to heaven 1 had so 
remained, then never ending regret 
% had not torn my hear with unutterable 
„ anguich—my Maria too had sunk for 
ever, but one generous strunger bravely 
e combated the furious surge, and brought 
eus safe on shore. The gratitude I then 
« felt was unbounded; but it died away, 
* and baleful passions filled its place 
* the voice of friendship I mistock for 
« that of love fatal mistaxe. Ther the 
burning seeds of jealousy took root in 
© my heart, there they flourished, and 
the dark and heavy branches oversha+ 
«© dowed every joy and every comfort. 
Did I strive to eradicate it, to tear up its 
*« torturing root NI thought to fell 
it with one stroke. Alone one dismal 
« night, I drew him to the rocky shore, 
there revealed the dreadful tidings, that 
„one of us was doomed to fall; in vain 
e he opposed my purpose, it was fixed 
*« alas, he fell beneath my sword, and his 

| N a cc blood 
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« blood stained the sand murdered 
« him—murder him, did I sxay—no— 
«no, it was only the chance of combat; 
« the succeeding waves washed away the 


( crimson stain, and buried Lin * 
< caverns of the deep. 


$6 Ther: I vainly thought he would have 
cc rested, but I was deceived. At the 
dark and solemn hour of midnight— - 
then, pale, horribly pale, the injured 
ghost walks from its dark abode—light- 
« ]y with mournful air it passes over the 
ce sands, where its blood had streamed— 
ce then piercing shrieks are heard fromafar 
« —the avenging power rolls thunder 
from on high, and the lightning flashes 
on the guilty breast; the trembling 
„ murderer alone views the scene, the 
*« cold drops, the pallid cheeks, the dis- 
te tortedeyes, betray the anguish that rends 
his soul—Alas, and is it for this we lift 
« the arm of vengeance —is this the balm 
<« of wounded honour but peace See 

| B 2 cc the 
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the melancholy shade sinking to the 
dark and dreary mansion; saw ye not 
the fire that streamed from its eyes, as 
* the pale visage lingered on the swelling 


* wave—Once more tis gone- - 
« My wife shuddered with horror at 4he 
bloody deed, her tears, her reasonings, 


& called back the conviction of her inno- 


« cence. I saw how much I had wrong 
ed her, but I saw it too late destitute 
* of comfort I wandered among the wild 
% rocks—restless I in vain sought ease, it 
* was for ever * he * 
« over me! 

fo c\ 
ln deep despair I saw my Maria 


_ © bending under the weight of her afflic- 


tion; alas too soon she sunk to the 

grave in faint accents that trembled 
« to the hand of death, she besought me 
to return and preserve her orphaned 
« child. Then it was that the burning 
heat of my heart ceased—an awful 


« d 


_ Is 

« ed. to my brain; there it 
e maddens—it consumes me—Sd A the 
« waters of the ocean can quench this fre 
I will try n—— this instant 
* no—l will obey thee angel of light—I 
sought the promontory's height, often 
“ have I sought its dizzy steeps—often, 
„when from the angry heavens - fierce 
c whirlwinds descend, and the waves 
beat impetuously on this rugged coast, 
have I stretched forth my hands and 
„hung over in suspense then decked 

« with brightness and calmness, even on 
the hosom. of the black stormy cloud 
« have. I beheld the spirit of my Maria. 
« Stay thy purpose she would seem to say, 
% await 'till the measure of thy sufferings 
shall be filled, I have gazed on her, 
till the envious cloud flashed fire in 
<* mine eyes, and caught hex form from 
* my view—then have I returned to my 
cave, there stretched on the cold earth 
< that covers her, in wild piercing sorrows 
that waste my soul, 1 mourn a wife de- 
| «c stroyed, 
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« gtroyed, a child deserted. Surely 1 1 
6 hall yet be permitted to end this 
c zhall once more hold her in these arms, 
and press her to this breast—Oh ! rap- 
*-xurous thought—the means are within 


« my power, and yon bare cliff stretches 
itself into the ocean to 105 my _ 
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The pity and sorrow with Which Gital: 

Jl ola this narrative, was, as he recon- 
sidered it, mingled with other emotions; 
a supposition of a dreadful nature arose in 
his mind, and as he paused on all the 

circumstances the truth of it became too | 

evident. In this unhappy stranger he 
was convinced he had beheld his long lost 
father. The time of his departure from 
home which he had learned in conversa- 
tion, the total loss of the vessel and her 
crew, the child he had left behind, all 
tended to confirm his conjectures beyond 

a doubt. Merciful heavens,” he cried, 
while his countenance betrayed the an- 


n guish 


—— 
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guish of his soul, have I then lived 


through all my dangers, all my trials, 


thus to find a father, a long lost, till 
now unknown father. O God who 
« thus for ends only known to thee, hast 
<« hitherto delivered me, in all my trying, 
« in all my forlorn scenes of existence, 
« Oh! deign to extend thy succouring 
hand, to sustain me in this moment 
« of wretchedness and woe, save my 

« Sinking mind from a 8 8 deapait, 
« from a parent's phrenzy.” 


© His affieticn found vent in tears; and 
he yielded for a time to silent sorrow, but 
reflection on the fate of his mother again 
aroused him. And thou too,“ said he, 
„how miserably did thy life end, far 
« from your native land, in this savage 
scene, far from the tender cares of friend- 
ship, your last words, your last thoughts 
e dwelt on your orphaned child And 
« this thy sad grave Miserable parents 
*« of a miserable son, how like, how event- 
* fully 
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« fully like, has his fortune been to thine 
driven from the home your tender- 
* ness had given him - pursued and im- 
prisoned with malignant hatred by un- 
* Known enemies, shipwrecked on this 
e rugged island, and restored to a wretch- 
ed consciouness of existence by the 
« care of a distracted father; now left 
„ alone, borne down with wretchedness 
« and sorrow, and like to end the re- 
e mainder of his unhappy 2 in nas 
12 misery, unknown and unpiti 


bh 
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| chip and every cranny of the rocks, for 
the body of his father, forgetting that he 
had already performed this duty ; but he 
searched in vain. He however spent the 
= -remainder of the day in fruitless endea- 
1. Co vours, and in the evening returned to his 
158 cave, wretched and forlorn, to wear away 
the lingering night in restless anxiety and 
Anturbed . 
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The agitated state of his mind gave 
rise to the following dream. He thought 
he was sitting alone, pensively meditating 
on all the events that had befallen him, 
| when a stranger entered his cave, and so- 
licited permission to remain there for the 
night, his request was granted, and he 
Seated himself by the fire. After a pause 
of some minutes, and a deep sigh, I 
am the man,” said he, who was mur- 
« dered by your father, he deserves not 
« burial, but come with me and I will 
« chew you where he lies.” Giraldus 
followed in silent horror; he led him to 
the end of the cave, where stamping with 
his foot the earth opened, and they sunk 
together into the chasm. He now found 
himself in a narrow vault, that received 
a partial light from the melancholy glims 
mering of a taper, two chests . were 
placed at the upper end, on one of which 
sat his uncle. He thought all his mo- 
roseness had fled, and he beckoned him 
to approach; he did so, and the chests 

became 
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became opened to his view. In one of 


these lay the body of his late father, wel- 
tering in the blood that seemed to stream 
from- every pore ; in the other the imper- 
feet remains of a body almost reduced to 
a skeleton- While he mournfiilly gazed 
at the latter, he thought his foot slipped 

and he fell headlong into the chest, he 
endeavoured to risè, but the skeleton be- 
came reanimated, and seizing him with a 
firm grasp, drew him down again, imme- 
diately the lid clapped to, and he felt him- 
self for ever immured with the dismal 


object. 


His agitation now aroused him, 4 
while he yet trembled with horror, he 
threw an eager glance around, in expec- 
dation of again beholding the same dread- 
ful vision, and it was some time ere he 
became calm enough to attribute it to the 


| DR AU hea State of his mind. 


Near a month elapsed vein he again 
| : : |; | " began 
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began to think on his proposed expedition, 
but as the first deep traces of sorrow wore 
away, he turned his attention once more 
to it. On examining his taft, he found ir 
had sustained some damage from the 
storms, and the necessary repairs, by di- 
verting his attention, contributed to dissi- 
pate the gloom, which habitual thinking 
on one mournful subject had thrown over 
his mind. 


his small quantity of stores carefully se- 
cured, and a settled fine day only want- 
ing to commence his perilous voyage. A 
brilliant sunset promised him such a day; 
the glowing rays of evening slept peace- 
fully on the unagitated ocean, all nature 
seemed to repose in tranquillity, and the 
calmness of the scenery diffused itself in- 
sensibly over his mind. He retired to his 
cave as the fading light drew on the 
shades of evening, and as he stretched 
himself * for the last time on his 

mossy 


mossy couch, he once more yielded to 
the hope which he had formerly indulged, 
that happiness might yet / await him, and 
the sufferings he had undergone only 
prove a prelude to a life of undisturbed 
. tranquillity ; he smiled at his sanguine 
imagination, and soon yielded to undis- 
turbed repose. | 


* 


4 


. vale of like 
They kept the noiscless tenor of their way. 


Let not ambition mock their useful toil, 
| Their hamely joys, and destiny obscure: 
Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile, 
The abort and simple annals of the poor. 
GRAY. 


Taz morning was such as the evening 
had promised, and he arose with the first 
appearance of the dawn, his stores were 
soon secured on the raft, and every thing 


prepared, he once more returned to drop a 
tear 
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tear of filial pity on his mother's grave. 
This last sad duty performed, he arose, 
and as he walked to the shore often turn- 
ed to bid adieu to the well known objects : 
that surrounded it. | 


Farewell thou 0 retreat,” he 
cried, © I quit thy calm scenes, once 
« more to join in a busy world, if heaven 
« permits this voyage to end prospetously. 
eee when I chall turn 

with regret to the remembrance of thy 
8 solitude. I quit thee to encounter un- 
% known perils, and again to throw my- 
« gelf within the machinations of = 
« $ecret enemies.” 


The thought seemed prophetic—he 
turned from scenes made more interesting 
by the beauty of the morning, and with 
a heart oppressed with various emotions, 
stept upon the raft that was to convey 
him, whither he knew not. 


Scarcely 


49 | 
- Scarcely had he pushed himself from 


the shore, when he began to feel the in- 
fluence of the tide, which in a short time 
hurried him away with great rapidity, 
this was a circumstance that he had not 
foreseen, but he did not suffer himself to 
be dismayed by it, since its direction lay 
towards other headlands that projected a 
long way into the sea. He now looked 
back to the island and was surprised at 
the way he had made, the cliffs looked 
formidable though diminished by distance, 
and softened by the morning's haze; and 
he recollected the emotions with which 
under far different circumstances he bad 
first beheld them. 


His utmost exertions now became 
necessary, the rapidity of the curtent 
quickly hurried him out of sight of the 
Bland, and the coast where he first in- 
tended to land; new headlands appeared 
in view, and were as quickly lost, while 
with great labour he continued to work 
himself 


ah 
himself across the current towards the 
Shore, though his progress in this direc- 
tion was exceedingly . 


The strength by the tide began gradu- 
aly to diminish, and at length it entirely 
ceased ; as he knew this would only be 
for a short time, he again exerted all his 
powers, for he did not appear to have 
gained much on the shore, or rather its 
direction seemed to recede from that of 
the tide; and it was now near noon. The 
ebbing tide soon began to act on his raft, 
carrying it back in an opposite directi- 
on, while with unceasing application he 
continued his laborious endeavours to 
dle it towards the shore. As it drew near 
evening he found himself once more op- 
posite to the island, and the whole labour 
of the day seemed only to have carried 
him half the distance he had to go, since 
the coast and island appeared — at 
pg distances from him. 


In this situation che evening EMA to 


close 
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close upon him, a slight chilling blast 
came on, and some gathering clouds 
seemed to promise him no long continu- 
ance of calm weather; the hope that had 
hitherto prompted his exertions began 
now to forsake him, as the darkness of 
the night soon rendered him unconscious 
of the direction in which he was moving. 
The waves too began to heave with the 
gradually increasing breeze, and soon 
rose in * and long swells. 


Giraldus, dejected and forlorn, with dif- 
ficulty supported himself on the raft as it 
pitched over the rising waves, while the 
breaking spray threw its intermitting 
showers over him, and rendered his situ- 
ation still more comfortless. 


Thus driving forward in uncertainty, 
wearied and jaded with fatigue, shivering 
and benumbed with cold, passed the dark 
hour of midnight; at length a faint light 


n at a distance and concealed ar. in- | 
by tervals 
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tervals by che intervening Swell, appeared 


ed dancing on the waves. For a con- 
siderable time he gazed without being a- 


ble to form the least idea of its nature, 


but he thought it seemed to approach 
towards him. Anxious suspense at length 
yielded to immoderate joy, he heard the 
sound of a human voice, it vibrated on 
his heart, and in a short time he discover- 
ed that it * _ a Nr boat. 


He now hailed it, and was en 
answered, they rowed towards him, and 
discovering his situation, lent their aid to 
relieve him, though, as the swell ran 
high, they did not effect it without dif- 
ficulty. The joy of his deliverance for 
some moments deprived him of the pow- 
er of thanking his preservers, or rather 


perhaps he paid the first silent tribute of 


gratitude to him whose Tem 
ny thus Protected him. 


The Shakes mean time were eager 


un 
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and by what chance he had been com- 
pelled to commit himself to the mercy 
of the waves on so wretched a vehicle; 
he briefly related to them the cause, and 
they in their turn informed him that he 


was now near that part of the coast which - 


bounds the north-western * of 
the I 2 


As the night now became still more 
stormy, and their success but very indif- 


ferent, they gave up their * 
e c 599 8411 


lar) 


The ado with which: Gia 


stepped upon the beach can scarcely be 
described; it was returning to a world 
from which he had seemed entirely cut 


off—it was a resuscitation of life, and his 
joy and gratitude were lively ard un- 
bounded. He now accepted the kind 
invitation of the fishermen, and accom- 


panied them to their humble habitation. 


Vol. II. C A miserable 
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A miserable cottage, blackened and 
ure by the smoak of a fire that 
blazed in the middle, however disagree 
able it might appear to one unaccustomed 
to hardships, proved to Giraldus a com- 
fort he had not for a long time enjoyed; 
the crackling furze warmed and enliven- 
ed his spirits, while the homely, though 
wholesome food, which the cottage af- 
forded, renewed the vigour that a long - 

day of ceaseless toil had almost entirely 


The cheerful looks of welcome of the 
ficherman, the attentive hospitality of his 
wife, the abashed curiosity of the raddy- 
faced children, and above all, the con- 
versation, rustic as it was, of his enter- 

_ tainers, contributed to throw a degree of 
 calininess and pleasure over his mind, to 
which he had long been a stranger. To 
ane who had been for some time in total 
- Sqlitude, his mind continually brooding 
VO Same diamal events, the sound 
of 


4 


8 
of a human voice gave relief; though a 
bau sig e the memory of his parents 
WET WEN INREE UE: £ 


A bed formed of heath, addi soft 
by che manner of its preparation, receiv- 
ed the wearied Giraldus, and he sunk into 
a profound sleep, from which he did not 
awake till long after sunrise. Invigorat- 
ed by rest he now arose, and after break- 
fast took leave of his kind entertainers ; 
in vain he endeavoured to make them 
accept of some trifling acknowledgement, 
they would accept of nothing, the wel- 
come they gave arose from the purest 
source of benevolence, it sought no re- 
turn, nor admitted that they had confer- 


n de e 


With Ska bes add 
the cottage, and pursued the direction 
they had pointed out to him. Why,” 
zaid he, cannot such hospitality dwell 
"Os society at large, alas, She. stübns 

| C2 « the 


. cottage, or pursuing the direction of some 


* ee arched bridge, 
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* the ostentatious mansions of splendor 
* and magnificence, and takes up het 

e cheering abode in wilds and $olitudes 
« like these. 


The road now ascending to an emi- 
nence, gave him a view of the surround- 
ing country; mountains covered with 
heath extended on every side, and the 
uniformity of colouring was only broken 
by the distances; sometimes a few de- 
tached cottages appeared, a flock of sbeep 
whitened part of the side of a hill, or the 
small enclosure seemed to represent vege- 
tation stealing into scenes, that had been 
Ny een 575 to sterility. N 


The same deu e for indes; 
here and there a few trees surrounded a 


mountain stream, fringed its banks at in- 
tervals, or followed its course even into 
the heart of the narrow rocky glen, 


that 
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that doubly span d the diminished stream, 
the traveller beheld the struggling efforts 


of nature to carry vegetation even into 
the * e ; 


The way now ran chrough cd 
bounded by. heathy mountains, down the 


sides of which the distant torrent glided 
swiftly, and formed a silver line; disap- 
pearing at times behind the abrupt ine- 
qualities, or shooting beneath the high- 
placed arch of some rude bridge, then 
with redoubled impetuosity re- appearing 
and mingling its tributary stream with 


the waters of the river, that wound, foam- 


ing and/ murmuring through its rocky 
channel in the valley beneath. Over 


these hills, sublimely towering and deeply 


empurpled by distance, appeared a range 
of cliffs, of rugged and fantastic forms ; 
while one still more immensely high, im- 
mersed in clouds, only exhibited the ab- 
rupt lines of its base, and left the ima- 
gination to pursue their direction, and 

C3 fix 
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ſin the uncertain limits of its vast eleva · 
tion. Fi 32/805 lr ie 
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The river, «welled by the frequent 
 $treams that poured into it from every 
mide, now assumed a more placid appear- 
ance ;. the banks became thickly covered 
with trees, while it rolled its dark waters 
beneath their shady foliage, and Seemed 
to linger in che tranquil scenes. The 
dividing waters formed a small wooded 
island, that exhibited all the variegated 
beauties of an autumnal clump ; under 
- the spreading branches of which, a sali- 
14 tary ruin displayed at intervals its gray 
8 walls, still more obscured by ivy; while 


one mouldering turret just rose above the 
tufted woods with which it was embo- 


A bold face of rock on the left, shot 
up perpendicularly to a great height; 
round this -the road abruptly turned, 


and TG extensive lake, sleeping 
calmly 
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calmly in the bosom of the wild rocks 


that formed its bed. Giraldus stopped 


to view the enchanting scene; on the one 


side the range of cliffs that he bad before 
seen, rose majestically from the water's 
edge, and were seen reflected in bright 
eolours from the serene surface; here and 
there a huge fragment that had fallen 
from above, overgrown with mosses, af- 
forded an unstable footing to the hazle and 
brughwood, that with widely extended 
roots clasped its sterile sides; on the op- 
posite side the ground rose less abruptly, 
at intervals exhibiting dreary patches of 
heath, and clumps of trees, in which the 
curling smoke betrayed the concealed 
cottages; behind these the mountains 
arose, varied by barren rocks and inter- 


mingling verdure, till they were at length - 


terminated by gray shattered cliffs. 


The lake retained its beauty as he ad- 
vanced, sometimes stretching round a 
shelving beach, and at others appearing 
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4 if chut up. by the bold promontory 
that shot out in tufted grandeur, to meet 
the opposite screen. As he walked on, 
the clouds began to descend upon the 
Summits of the hills, and gradually rol- 
ling on, soon obscured the distance; a 
misty rain succeeded, which clearing up 
at intervals, exhibited the scenery under 
all the beauties of partial, splendid light, 
contrasted by gloomy clouds. At length 
the latter prevailed, and nought was to 
be seen but the outline of the mountains, 
indistinctly appearing chrough the misty 
air, and thence conveying the idea of still 
more immense magnitude. \ 
As a storm seemed how approaching, 
Giraldus began to seek for shelter in some 
of the small cottages by the side of the 
lake, there he had not long remained ere 
the distant thunder began to roll; the ef- 
fect was grandly awful, as it advanced 
along the lake, reverberating from side to 
side, and WN in diminished peals 
| amongst 
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amongst the broken rocks; the lightning 
meanwhile blazed over the heathy moun- 
tains, and struck a high pointed cliff that. 
rose abruptly from the water's edge ; the 
towering summit, like some portentous 
' meteor, glowed intensely through the 
misty air, and tumbled its immense frag- 
ment, hoarsely thundering into the lake 
beneath. I | 


The storm soon passed off to the up- 
per end of the lake, wrapping it in mid- 
night gloom, while the sun dispersed the 
breaking clouds from the mountain's 
brow, and enlightened with double splen- 
dor the wild scenery of the lower part 
of the valley. Giraldus now continued 
his route, and soon passed the boundaries 
of the lake. 


Andie hin presented itself to his 
view, the scenery of which appeared stil! 
more wild than any he had yet beheld; 
the silence that reigned, disturbed only 

| n 
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| by the distant torrents that poured down 
the neighbouring mountains, rendered 


it still more striking; a few straggling 
pines alone broke the dreary lines of the 
abrupt precipices, and the whole together 
appeared like the entrance of the * 
of desolation. 


Through this rude pass Giraldus hur- 
ried, the shades of evening were fast ap- 
proaching, and he seemed to have leſt all 
human habitations behind him. Nor 
did the prospect as he emerged from this 
scene promise him any success, he how- 
ever continued to travel onward, till night 
had wholly enveloped every object; the 
valley, the river, the road, every thing 


was buried in the profound gloom. Un- 


certainty for some time attended his pro- 
gress, at length the sound of musick 
struck his ear he listened, and then di- 
rected his wary steps towards the part 
ae it seemed Sage ou 
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zently a faint light gleamed from voy 
window, we A his _ 


a tk he heard the sounds 
of festive mirth, and soon perceived that 
it was a party of rustics who were assem- 
bled in a barn, to celebrate the favoura- 
ble conclusion of their harvest. As he 
stood at the entrance, two of the party 
came forward and invited him 1n ; they 
offered him refreshments, and when he 
had partaken of some, requested him to 
join in the dance; but he pleaded fatigue 
and 11 e him. 


Tbe mirth and hilarity that int 
the unwearied activity of the men, as 
they continued the sprightly reel, the 
strange though martial appearance of their 
dress, and the ruddy bloom of health, 
heightened by the exercise that crimson- 
ed the female's cheek, altogether formed 
a picture that to Giraldus was highly in- 
WES As the men quitted their 

amusement 


—— 
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amusement they came and sat by. him, 
entering into a conversation, in which, 
curiosity and inquiry generally took the 


When the dance was concluded, each 
was eager in his offers to accommodate 
the stranger for the night; at length 
he accepted those of an old man, and 
they retired together. The cottage was 
such as the generality in the Highlands 
are, but the unfeigned welcome made 
amends for every inconveniency; its in- 
habitants thought it had none, it shelter - 
ed them from the storm, defended them 
from the chilling blasts of winter, and 
afforded an humble bed of heath; hve; 
were all the comforts they needed, 
luxury had not taught them to n ” 
-more. Separated from the bulk of man-- 
kind, their knowledge was confined 
merely to the necessary occupations of 
life;; they rose with the sun to till their 
small enclasures,. or in the proper season. 
| 1 re: ired 
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retired to their temporary huts on the 
mountains, to attend their flocks and 
herds. Such a Afe seemed a revival, or 
rather a continuance, of that which was 
pursued in the ages of primeval simplici- 
ty; when the patriarch deemed it not de- 
grading to perform the most menial of- 
fices with his own hand, and unconscious 
of the. wants which more refined society 
has since invented, thonght they posses-- 
sed every blessing that heaven could be- 
SLOW. 


Yet even in these scenes of solitude 
and retirement, discord would at times 
hold her blood - stained seat, infusing her- 
self with fierce indignation or lurking 
malice, into the bosom of some powerful 
chief, who, cut off from society at large 
by almost insurmountable barriers, turn- 
neighbouring clan. At these times the 
peasant quitted his peaceful employment, 
| wie 
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and burnt with martial ardour to revenge 
the quarrel of his chief, pursuing with 
deadly | hatred those wHOse only offence 
against himself, was that of bearing a 
name different from the clan to which he 
belonged. _ 


Thus ruthless war, with wasting sword, 
found entrance into these scenes which 
nature seemed to have appropriated to 
peace alone; unpeopling the solitary 
hamlet, or wrapping its slumbering inha- 
bitants in midnight conflagration. 


8 5 1 
Early in the morning Giraldus quitted 
the hospitable cottage, pursuing his way 
through similar scenes of wild grandeur; 
the evening carried him beyond the limits 
of the Highlands, and the third succeed- 
ing, exhibited through the shades of night, 
the glimmering lights of his native vil- 
lage. | "If 50. 
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. CHAP. XII. 


Dear lovely bow'rs of innocence and ease, 
Seats of my youth, when every sport could please; 
How often have. I loiter'd o'er thy green, 
Where humble happiness endear d each scene. | 
| | COLDSMITH. 


'Taz emotions with which Giraldus 
again beheld these scenes were strong and. 
various. As he passed along the streets he 
was accosted with surprise by some of the 
inhabitants, they had heard of his death, 

and now sCarcely credited the evidence 


of their senses. From chem he received 
a. 
| the 
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the information that his uncle had been 
| carried off, and that his house was only 
4 | inhabited by a servant whom the Baron 
|  _ had placed there to take care of it. Thi- 
ther he accordingly repaired. On knock- 

ing, the door was cautiously opened by an 
old woman, who, as soon as she beheld 

him, gave a violent scream, and seemed 
almost sinking with terror; but on per- 
ceiving that he did not vanish in a flame 
of fire, as she had first expected he would, 
« Merciful father,” she exclaimed, can 
* it be you indeed sir,“ he squeezed her 
hand, and she was convinced. Oh!“ 
she continued, how have you contriv- 

*ed to escape, we heard you were | 
* drowned, an old fisherman told Lord 
« Albert he saw you go down himself; 1 
Vaud there has been such lamentation. 
| ” «about y you at the castle, there was my 
; Lord Albert, and the Baron, and my 
| © poor young Lady, she has been crying 
and mopeing about ever since, just the 

3 <zaine as if you was her brother.“ Gi- 
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raldus in vain endeavoured to conceal the 
emotions which this intelligence excited. 
« And did Elvina,” said he, feel sor- 
« row at my supposed loss? © To be 
_ « gure she did,” replied Margaret, how 
« could she do otherwise, for my part, 1 
« always used pr e were born for 

« each other.” 

Giraldus sighed deeply, and she con- 
tinued her harangue, but his thoughts 
wandered to other subjects, and he scarce- 
ly heard that she continued to speax. At 
length he recollected himself, and began 
to inquire about the loss of his uncle; but 
this was a subject on which she could 
scarcely give any information, the little 
she could, however was fully illustrated by 
several apt stories of people who had 
been suddenly carried off by evil spirits. 
« Nay,” she continued, © you may smile, 
* but the servant who lived with him, 
« would not stay any longer in the house, 
" and 1 it was some time before my master 

* could 
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« could persuade me to come and stay here, 
till one of you should be found. God 
* knows, I believed you were both dead; 
4 and often; trembled for fear you should 
« eee aha ans ne 
« gd 10: nde delt Ditfco * 


2 


This . e 
zurprized Giraldus; he now saw that the 


enmity which he had hitherto considered 
as directed against himself only, extend - 
ed to his relation likewise; his wonder on 
the cause was only augmented by fruit - 
less endeavours to aceount for it, and im- 
probahle suppositions that were rejected 
28 800n as formed, were all that arose in 
EDI 1 
. . but not to 
decay an; whit 
his mind was engaged in anticipations of 
his approaching interview, and many 
were the prudent resolutions that he 
formed to direct his future conduct. 


The 


- 
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The sun had not long tisen hen Gi- 
raldus left, his abeepless couch; he passed 
ed the park ; there, while with a palpitat- 
ing heart he beheld. those well known 
cenes: he dwelt on the tecollection of 
his early days, the dangers he had lately 
escaped succeeded these, and with a sigh, 
the anticipations of the future were last 
ushered in. Tbe splendid ray that now 
rested on the summer - house, called off 
his thoughts from the channel in which 
they were wandering, and as he deemed 
it: too early to walk to the castle, he de- 
terxmined to repair thither to enjoy the beau- 
tiful prespect that he had so often beheld 
wich delight; the woods by which it was 
surrounded, threw their deep shades on 
the winding - path, sometimes arching it 
over with their extended branches, and at 
others yielding a transient glimpse of the 
lake, rey organ 
its banks. 


He 
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- He now ascended to the summer- 
when seated at tlie table, in a melancho- 
y attitude he beheld Elvina. At the 
Sight of him she uttered a sudden scream 
with inexpressible emotion, and as he 
clasped her fondly to his breast, and for a 
time forgot every emen 
Nate ene n 


At 12955 e life . * 
opened her eyes, and looking wildly on 
him, for- some moments seemed to 
doubt whether it was not a vision that 
stood before her. My Elvina,” said he, 
 « why do you gaze so wildly on me, is 
it possible that you can have forgot me 
_ in this unfortunate absence.“ At the 
sound of his voice she seemed to recover 
herself. Oh! heavens, can it really then 
6 * she cried, you whom we have 
24 ce 80 
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o long numbered with the dead. Yes 
my Elvina,” he replied, -* it is indeed 
« your Giraldus who now kneels before 
you, whom providence has protected 
through all his dangers, once more to 
bless him, to repay him for all with a 
« sight of her who constitutes his only 
bliss on earth.“ He pressed the hand 
he held, with fervency to his lips. 
And was it right,“ said she, affecting a 
ʒerious manner, Was it right thus sud- 
« denly to come upon me, without the 
« least previous notice of your return?“ 
« I acknowledge my offence,” interrupt- 

eld he, but it was involuntary; I ar- 
« rived late last night, and lost in the ex- 
0 pected pleasure of again beholding you, 
I forgot every other circumstance ; nor 
did I once hope to meet you here, but 
judging that it was too early to pay my 
visit at the castle, I came hither to in- 
dulge myself in the recallection of scenes 
«* of happiness that, I fear, will never 
e nore return; of those days when I gaz- 
« ed 


* 


* ed unrextrainedly, nor dreamed of im- 
propriety in yielding to undisguised 
passion. But whither am I wander- 
* ing, I forget myself when in your 
* presence. I forget every circumstance 
* that ought to bind my tongue in si- 
« lence. Tet why did fate thus place me 
in the view of happiness, chat I could 
„Aver anin revty hebt out in tur 
* talizingcorn, | beyond my feeble reach, 
those perfections with which she meant 
only to tempt my presumptuous hopes. 
ut pardon me dear Elna. I am a- 
„ eee! rp ge e = 
ben Mont e347 „e 
223905 at ain 8: 9714 1 Ni. : 
oth Wen aste ad er 
A pause of a few minutes, the conver- 
atm we formerly held in this place, 
Ache assured that ny esteem and regard 
*-are by no means lessened, but the re- 
, zalutions that I then declared, OO 
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May they so remain my Elvina,” 
aid he, „ they are worthy of her who 
formed them, they are such as no sel- 
« fish motives could induce me to op- 
„ pose, formed on the most liberal basis, 
« they reject with contempt the trivial 
« prejudices by which the world in gene- 
« ral is governed, while they bow with 
« reverence to the dictates of duty, and 
« yield implicit obedience to the decrees 
* of unerring wisdom.“ 

« You seem willing,” she replied, to 
impute my decision to the best mo- 
« tives; but I am impatient to hear your 
story, I wish much to know the means 
that you have employed to effect your 
escape. a 15 4 


He no related all the events that had 
happened to him since he last saw her; 
while the tender heart of Elvina sympa- 
thized in the affliction that he had felt, 
when, destitute ef comfort, he awaited 

; An 


the castle, or trembled with horror at 


76 
an expected death in the gloomy vault of 


the description of the banditti, and at his 


miraculous escape after ghipwreck. But 


when he described the unhappy stranger 
who had preserved his life, as his father, 


her astonishment was only equalled by 
the sorrow which was inspired by her pe- 
n narrative i 


1 Thus,” aid he, « has Ge led me 


« through all these perils, and when death 
« zeemed 


10 vitable, some unexpected 
$ circu. ce has arisen to call me 


« back to life; and was all this only. for 
* the purpose of prolonging misery ? 
« to excite hopes it never meant to grati- 
« tify ?- Surely it could not be for this— 
ehe will yet go farther, she will yet re- 
<« ward me for all my suffering my El- 
« yina—Alas,, my delusive imagination, 

<whither, whither, does it lead me 
but vain are my endeavours to restrain 
FR * ternately 
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« jts sallies, it pictures happiness or mi- 
« gery in such glowing colours, that I al- 
« ternately sink under the weight of one, 


« or with eager grasp catch at the airy 
„ phantoms exhibited Aces the other. 


Elvina sighed while als arose, Come," 
said she, we will go to the castle, my 
« father will feel sincere pleasure at see- 
ing you again, often has he expressed 
« his sorrow that you had not accom- 
« panied my brother; what danger and 


pain would you then have escaped.“ 


Their conversation as they walked 
through the wood towards the castle 
turned on Henry, and Giraldus heard 
with pleasure of his fnend's welfare, and 
that it was expected he would return in 
the course of a few weeks. Elvina too 
seemed to dwell with satisfaction on the 
prospect of reuniting a party whose for- 
mer union had been alike productive of 

Werne happiness 
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happars to each e that com- 


' 
- 


Bur had . return n of Henry been that 
moment announced at the castle, the Ba- 
ron could not have received greater plea- 
Sure than he did at the introduction of 
Giraldus, his astonishment yielded for a 
time to unfeigned joy, and he welcomed 
him with every mark of sincere and un- 
diminished affection and * 


At the Mg of his eee the 
Baron again expressed his surprise, 
There is certainly,” said he, © some- 
«thing inexplicable in your story, some- 
*thing with which you are by. no means 
* acquainted, such deep designs could 
* not be directed against you without 
some weighty cause, and the disappear- 
* ance of your uncle is evidently con- 
ce nected with the same train of proceed- 
e ings. In short the more I think on it, 
«© the: more I am involved 1 in uncertainty 

« and 
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« and amazement. I have sometimes 
„been half inclined to consider your 
«* uncle as someway concerned in these 
transactions; and his knowledge of 
them might perhaps at length have 
rendered his sacrifice a necessary mea- 
* gure. But you sir,“ replied Giraldus, 
have known me almost from infancy, 
does 1t not seem surprising, that if any 
designs had before been meditated 
„against my life, they were not then 
« put in execution, when every circum- 
« stance would have concurred to keep 
« it secret? and that they have been 
since formed, you know every trans- 
« action of my life too well to suppose it 
« eyen for a moment; in spite of every 
« appearance to the contrary, I yet attri- 
© bute it all to mistake.“ 
The Baron shook his head, though 
* I can only combat opinions, with opi- 
nions,“ said he, „ cannot give way 
© to that supposition, I would not have 
wy”. “you 
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« you place too much confidence in it, 
but be as much guarded as possible 
against those machinations, which will 
e fear be again directed against you, as 
soon as they are apprized of your re- 
©* turn,” Giraldus thanked the Baron 
for his kind caution, and the conversa- 


Non ceazed, 


1 the 3 che arrival of Sir Alan 


Everard, a gentleman with whom the 


Baron had become acquainted in a late 
excursion, made a new, though to Giral- 
dus an unwelcome addition to their party, 

he had accepted with pleasure the kind 
invitation of the Baron, and now purpo- 
sed to remain with them for a few . at 


the castle. | | 5 


In his person Sir Alan was tall, and 
somewhat handsome, but a degree of 
haughtiness and pride formed the chief 


and general expression of his counte- 


nance; this e * could soften, or 
V holly 


- 


81 


wholly lay aside, as circumstances dictat- 
ed. Though his passions were violent, 
he had long habituated himself to dis- 
guise them; artful in his conduct, he was 
tender and respectful, or haughty and 
unfeeling, as best conduced to serve his 
purposes, and the gratification of his de- 


sires formed the chief, if not the only ob- 


ject of his study. 


His first sight of Elvina had given rise 


to a flame which he had vainly endea- 
voured to conquer, he felt at once the 
whole force of love, but it was of a love 
wholly sensual, which could neither dis- 
criminate, or feel, that refined delicacy, 
or sensibility, which alone constitutes its 
permanent basis; a love that eagerly sought 
its gratification, and as quickly sunk to 
careless indifference. The fortune and 
personal accomplishments (for he looked 


not beyond these) of Elvina, inflamed 
his ruling passions, and prompted his 
eager desires of possession. Unbound- 
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ed yanity whispered that no woman, could 
withstand the united influence of rank, 

of fortune, and though last, not least in 
his estimate, of person, and to this opini- 
on some perfidious triumphs over the weak, 
or vain, had given additional strength; 
he therefore looked forward to the certain 
completion of his hopes, as the evident 
result of his serious endeavours. But 
though this feature was predominant in 
his character, yet he had knowledge and 
art sufficient to conceal it, and real arro- 
gance and self: sufficiency were glossed 
over with apparent diffidence and humi- 


lity. atk \ 


Such was the outline of the character 
of this new visitant, nor is it wonderful 
that the Baron, unconscious of deceit 
himself, and who generally saw mankind, 
not as they really were, but as they wish- 
ed to appear, should be pleased with his 
polite attention and specious manners; he 


ge of others * his own sincerity, 
55 and 
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and commonly gave them credit for what- 
ever they professed. 


From the vigilant eye of a rival it was 
however far more difficult to conceal at 
all times his real disposition, and as he 
looked on Giraldus with all the consci- 
ousness of superior rank, he did not 
think it at all essential to give himself the 
unnecessary trouble, and therefore some- 
times overstepped those bounds which his 
cautious art would have pointed out as 
necessary, had he entertained an apprehen- 
sion of his great influence. 


But Giraldus was not a man to take 


advantage of his discovery, he gained 


nothing by it but an accumulation of 
wretchedness, he saw, or at least he thought 
he saw, that Elvina listened with marked 
attention, and even with pleasure to his 
conversation. For some time he endea- 
voured to drive away this painful appre- 
hension, but his efforts were ineffectual, 

94 | and 
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and after sustaining the most tormenting 


reflections for a considerable time, he at 
length arose and quitted the room. 


As he walked out into the deepest re- 
cesses of the woods with a bleeding and 
anguished heart, he called himself to a 
Severe account, for having yielded to those 
delusive hopes that had now fled and left 
him in deep despair. * Fool that I am,” 
said he, what have I hoped, what pro- 
% mised myself, from this unbounded 
passion; did I suppose that the preju- 
dices of the world would yield for me, 
* or that she would sacrifice the glittering 
* connexions of rank and fortune in my 
* behalf—presumptuous thought—I ac- 
_ © knowledge my error, and see the just- 
* ness of my punishment. Oh! my 
<« loved Elvina, does it not seem incon- 
« $15tent, that to regain, (I will not say 
“happiness, that is for ever fled) to re- 
„gain a small portion of the peace of 
* mind which I have lost, I must fly far 

* « from 
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from you? yet so it must be; every 
consideration points out the necessity, 
« and I will obey.” | | 


His intended visit to his friend Lord 
Albert now struck him, and he deter- 
mined to shorten his stay, and take his 
departure for the castle of Melbourne, 
as soon as propriety would admit. His 
thoughts then wandered on romantic 
schemes for the disposal of his future life 
sometimes he half resolved to return to 
the island, and he dwelt on the idea with 
mournful satisfaction. Alas,” said he, 
4 when I left the rude cave that afforded 
* me shelter from the storms, when 1 left 
the rugged scene on which fate had 
« thrown me; I turned back to view it, 
« its wildness was forgotten, and nought 
but its comforts remembered. I then 
with a prophetic voice observed, that the 
time might come, when I should look 
back with regret to its peaceful solitude. 
„That time is now arrived—! will re- 

D 5 turn 
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86 


« turn, there waste the lingering remains 
e of life, and when heaven shall in pity 


call me hence, I will stretch myself on 
« a parent's grave,” 


With deep despair he now arose and 
pursued his ramble, unconscious of the 
way, *till night called. him back to the 
castle; a look of tender solicitude from 
Elvina seemed to inquire the cause of 
his absence, but the perturbation of his 
mind prevented his observing it, and 
feeling himself incapable of trusting his 
voice with the communication of his 
intentions this evening, he was compelled 
to defer it till the morning, when he 
might meet the Baron alone, and arg it 
known to him. 


The night contributed but little to calm 
his agitation, he' was wretched, and sleep 


fled from his pillow; if the adoption of 


his present design gave him pain, his an- 


to 
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to his view all the consequences that must 
ensue; but he seemed to have no alterna- 
tive, and yielded to the measure with a 
determination that was inspired by de- 
pair. 1 937 29 | u algo 
TY +; 1s Ain 

In the morning he arose early, and af- 
ter having walked on the lawn for some 
time, in expectation of the Baron's rising, 
he at length observed Elvina quitting the 
hall. Perceiving him, she immediately 
advanced, and they walked on together, 
conversing on indifferent subjects. 


After some Desitätion he informed her, 
with all the calmness he could assume, 
that he meant to pay an immediate visit 
to the castle of Melbourne. Elvina 
seemed surprised, and why,” said she, 
« do you wish to quit us so soon; after 
so long an absence it might reasonably” 
be supposed that you would have de- 
voted a larger portion of time to the 
society of your friends; has any thing 

« occured 
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& occurred here that is disagreeable to 
« you? “No, my Elvina,” he replied, 
* 11; this breast I carry the tormenting 
principle, that, like the unquiet spirit, 
« impels me from place to place, in the 
* yain pursuit of peace, yet I follow with 
« implicit obedience its dictates, while 
« the fallacy of my views are but too 
evident.“ He then endeavoured to 
set forth the propriety of his withdrawing 
himself from the castle, and slightly 
hinted his design of retiring to some so- 
litary spot to end his days. x 


And can this really he your intenti- 
« on,” said she, consider what years of 
« regret, you lay up for yourself by such 
« proceeding, consider that by it you 
shut the door for ever against the 
possibility of enjoying happier days, 
« and if nothing else will induce you, at 
least for my sake abandon this. wild 
scheme.“ For your sake, my Elvi- 
| e ns. 
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« na,” said he, how have those words 
called me back to myself, yes, for your 
« sake-I will endure every thing; best 
and most angelic of women, I blush 
when I reflect how -unworthy I am of 
« the kind solicitude which you have ever 
« displayed in my behalf.” He was pro- 
ceeding with rapturous warmth when the 
approach of Sir Alan checked him, and 
prevented a further conversation. 
Never was the presence of this intru- 
der more disagreeable than it was to Gi- 
raldus at this juncture, and never was 
his company less desired by the knight; 
they eyed each other with looks that be- 
Spoke their mutual dissatisfaction, and 
Giraldus was about to retire, when Elvina 
requested that he would accompany them 
in their walk. The countenance of Sir 
Alan displayed the mortification which 
he felt at this request, he bit his bps, and 
| seemed 
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seemed with difficulty to restrain his in- 

dignation; during the remainder of their 
walk he scarcely uttered a single sentence, 
but his looks, whatever they might ex- 
press, were either disregarded, or not 
observe. ate 


7 1 , 


In a state now of comparative happi- 
ness, Giraldus readily gave up his design 
of for ever quitting the castle, but his 
visit to Melbourne castle was what nei- 
ther friendship nor gratitude would per- 
mit him to lay aside; he frequently 
thought on it without being able to fix 
his determination, and while he never lost 
sight of its necessity, he procrastinated 
from day to day the term of his depar- 
rure. | 425 f £ REES n 


CHAP. XIII. 


What I believe, I'll wail; | 
What know, believe; and what I can redress, 
hall find the time to friend, I will; 
What you have spoke, it may be so, perchance. 


SHAKSPEARE, 
— ? 
Taz time now glided hastily away, and I 


Giraldus was compelled to arouse himself 
from that delightful tranquillity into which 
he had sunk ; the departure of Sir Alan 
Everard for a short period, had not a 
little contributed to his happiness, and his 

| expected 
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expected return was another incitement 
to hasten his tardy resolution. He 
blamed himself exceedingly for the delay 
that he had already made, it seemed he 
thought to savour of ingratitude, and the 


reflection acted like a shock of electricity 
on his heart. 


He therefore took the earliest opportu- 
nity of acquainting the Baron with his in- 
tentions, who readily concurred with him 
on the necessity and propriety of an im- 
mediate visit, but at the same time hint- 
ed his expectations of a speedy return. 
Giraldus gave way to the emotions of gra- 
titude which the uniform kindness of the 
Baron excited; the parental care he at all 
times displayed in his behalf, was such as 
claimed his most sincere acknowledg- 
ments, and while he poured forth the ef- 
fusions of respect and veneration, he re- 
solved strenuously to pursue that line of 
conduct which had hitherto gained him 
Such distinguished favour. rh | 
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As he took leave of Elvina, previous 


to his departure, he expatiated with 


warmth on the kindness of the Baron, 
and expressed his deep sense of the obli- 


gations under which he lay to her family. 
« Would heaven but permit me to repay 
these favours,” said he, © I should be 
« happy, but 1 see no prospect, and can 


„only hope that time will enable me to 
* evince the sincerity of what I profess.” 


In her reply Elvina cautioned him not 


to neglect her father's advice, but to 


guard himself effectually against the secret 
designs of his enemies, which might pro- 


bably be already set on foot against him. 
He promised he would, but laughingly 
added, that his apprehensions were 50 


small, and his thoughts otherwise $0 
deeply engaged, that it was probable he 
might often be off his guard from mere 


forgetfulness. 


As he had fixed the time of his depar- 
ture 


err — — ere e I Doi 


Z Sas OS 2rd 


> 


94 
ture at an early hour in the morning, he 
now bade adieu to his friends, and retired 
with mingled sensations of love, esteem, 
and eber | | 


The sun was just rising ates Giraldus | 
| left the mansion that contained all he 
held dear; he pursued his way 'accompa- 
nied by some of the Baron's servants, 
whose attentive care had armed them suf- 
ficiently to withstand any open violence, 
for he was well assured, that as soon as 
his enemies should be apprized of his re- 
turn, they would not fail to pursue their 

former measures, and probably by N 
dare means. 


This was 4 a that frequently oc- 
cupied the attention of the Baron, a va- 
riety of strange conjectures with re- 
gard to Giraldus would at times arise in 
his mind, for he yielded implicitly to the 
belief, that the agents hitherto employed 


for his destruction were certainly well in- 
4 formed 


m 2 


formed as to the object; he could: not 
suppose that they had been so often mis- 
taken, it was improbable, not to say im- 
possible. Thus convinced he had em- 
ployed every means that his imagination 
could devise to gain information of the 
principals in this dark business; but all 
his schemes were rendered abortive by 
the impenetrable secrecy with which it 
was enveloped. But this wan of success 
did not wholly set aside his endeavours, 
while it gave _ scope to his varying 
speculations; he could not but ac- 
knowledge that — fixed and determined 
enmity had not arisen from any recent 
cause, and was therefore compelled to at- 
tribute it to some family dissention, of 
which he had no knowledge. The evi- 
dent interposition of the hand of provi- 
dence in his behalf drew his attention, and 
excited his admiration, and he indulged 
the ĩdea that in the end it would lay open 
all those secret proceedings to which he 
had hitherto been the victim. 


The 
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The travellers now pursued their course, 
the wild grandeur of which frequently 
drew the attention of Giraldus from the 
subject of his deep meditations, and 
he oſten stopped to admire the striking 
beauties with which this romantic coun- 
try abounded. He frequently contrasted 
these scenes with those which he had be- 
held in Scotland, and amused himself 
with marking their more distinguishable 
characteristicks. There, sublimity and 
barren grandeur in general prevailed, the 
rude features only varying their aspects 
with the adventitious effects of misty va- 
pours or serene illumination; here, gran- 
deur was mingled with all the beauty of 
tufted woods and shrubs, and the wild 
character of the country was softened into 
harmony by the luxuriant vegetation. 


On these scenes Giraldus delighted to 
dwell; while he gazed on them his heart 
seemed dilated to a degree of enthusiasm ; 
his emotions and ideas all partook in some 

| | measure 
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measure of the surrounding sublimity, 
and he turned from the recollection of the 
trivial pursuits of man, the ostentation of 
riches, and the magnificence of vanity, 
with contempt and disgust. 


“In this peaceful solitude,” said he, 


« blest with the society of some amiable 


« woman, how smoothly would life pass 
on; the dawning light as it first beam- 
* ed on these delightful scenes, would 


* call him from refreshing sleep, his dai- 


« ly pursuits would procure within him- 
« gelf the means of subsistence, and at 
„night he would retire to domestic en- 
joyment and calm repose, made doubly 
e sweet by the tempered toil of the day. 
« From such a life all the baser passions 
« would fly, envy, discord, hatred, and 
revenge, would avoid the mansion of 
peace and love; and happiness would 
be realized. But man, thoughtless 
and inconsistent, pursues a glittering 


© phantom through the mazy paths of 


40 life, 
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< life, and till the impending hand of 
death yields a momentary gleam of light 
t to his vitiated perception, beholds not 
** the deceitful illusion that e his er- 


* ring course.“ 


Thus did Giraldus continue to moralize 


as the varying scenery gave birth to new 


ideas, raising his imagination at times to 


enthusiastic wildness, or sinking it to 


calm tranquillity, as the rocky glen, or 
peaceful lake, impressed on his mind their 
corresponding emotions. By noon they 
reached the castle of Melbourne. 

As scon as his arrival was announced 
to Lord Albert, he flew on the wings of 
impatience to-meet his friend, though his 
surprise scarcely permitted him to give 
credit to the servant's information; nor 
was the surprise of the Earl inferior to 
that of lris son, having been taught to 
consider him as inevitably lost, he felt 
N his anger aroused at the servant, 

whose 


59 
whose blunder, as he termed it, must 


renew all the sorrows of his son. 


The meeting between the two friends 
was characterized by every mark of 
esteem and affection which they felt 
for each other; the joy of Lord Albert 
was unbounded, and his eager inquiries 
testified how greatly he was interested in 
the manner of his deliverance. The 
Earl on his introduction received him 


with many expressions of pleasure, and 


of gratitude for the active part that he had 
taken for the preservation of his son, and 
both seemed eager to acknowledge and 
repay the obligation by all the 3 
whucty they could display. 


At their joint Walen Giraldus re- 
peated his adventures since tlie evening 
in which they were parted; the recital 
was heard by Lord Albert with attentive 
surprise and wonder; by the Earl with 
an emotion that frequently broke out in 


indignant 
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nt expressions, while his whole 
frame seemed agitated with the vehemence 
of passion. At the conclusion he made 
some remarks tending to shew the mis- 
take under which his persecutors had uni- 
formly acted, and endeavoured to apply 
the several circumstances to the case of 
Lord Albert, whom he again cautioned 
to be on his guard. Giraldus, though far 
from being convinced, yielded to the opi- 
nion which the Earl positively maintain- 
ed, and acknowledged how insufficient 
his own story was to _ De 18 


This was a subject that was ids 
revived, the Earl related the story of his 
brother's death to Giraldus, who, in the 
circumstances attending it, thought he 
could observe few of the traces of that 
deep and hidden revenge that had since 


broke forth. The length of time that it 


had remained dormant, and its sudden 
revival at this remote period, were cir- 


101. 


cumstances sufficient to create doubts, 40 


to the application of the present trarizac-- 
tions to a cause of revenge, which, it was 
natural to suppose, must long since have 
died away, or gratified itself in the de- 
struction of its more immediate object. 
But he chose not obstinately to adhere to 
bis own _ * which he had even” 
n ol 0 12999 v0 os it 

| g TEL B11 5.119% MAE, 

a 1 de fit ee of pleasure 
had subsided, ebe Earl sunk again into 
that sullen reserve, which long indul- 
gence had rendered habitual, and during 
the remainder of his stay at the castle of 
Melbourne, Giraldus had frecquent op- 
portunities of observing its pernicious et · 
fects.” The gloomy abstraction of his 
mind, or the vehemence of his passions, 
were ill caleulated to obtain the esteem of 
a stranger; he beheld them with alternate 
disgust and compassioti and frequentiy 
contrasted bis N manners with 

We EZ — ee f 


102 
nnn rr ne 


4 


At first Giraldus was inclined to sup- 
pose that he had given some involuntary. 
offence, and mentioned his apprehens ions 
with emotion to Lord Albert; but he pre- 
sently removed this idea, by representing 
it as the effect of long indulged; melan- 

choly, and while he lamented this unhap- 
py disposition, he begged. his friend nat 
to notice, or be offended at it. 


A severe disappointment in some am- 
bitious project in the early part of his life, 
had, by acting on a mind naturally im- 
patient of control, first given rise to that 
moroseness and severity of disposition, 
and some subsequent measutes which 
were tather dictated by revenge than pru- 
dence, drew upon him the resentment of 
his sovereign, and caused his temporary 
banishment from court. With passions 
Jnflamed to the highest degree, he now 
| retired 
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retired to the castle of Melbourne, and 
with bitter imprecations, vowed never 
more'to return within its precincts. 


But though this hasty vow had passed 
his lips, his heart for some time remain- 
ed open for accommodation, yet his pride 
disdained to make the first advances, and 
he expected from time to time, an inti- 
mation of the returning favour of the 


pleasing expectation, he became still more 
gloomy and severe, and at length fixed 
his irrevocable determination never more 
to quit the castle of Melbourne. This 
insult, for so he termed it, when he un- 
bosomed himself to his most particular 
friends, never forsook his mind, he would 


dwell on it, till he had worked himself 


up to the highest pitch of malignancy, 
and unable to direct his spleen in the 
channel that he wished, his servants and 
dependants generally felt its weight. But 


in his moments of sober and cool reflec- 


E 3 tion 


king. Disappointed however in this 
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tion he would commonly make some ac- 
knowledgment of his unguarded violence, 
by an adequate recompense to those 
whom he might have injured. 


His disposition however, from conti- 
nually giving way to these gloomy reflec- 
tions, or vehement passions, was too much 
soured ever to be corrected; the death of 
his lady added a fresh cause, and melan- 
choly filled for a time the intervals. of 
those pangs which arose from deeply 
wounded. pride, and impotent revenge. 
Thus, that which would originally haye 
appeared of a temporary nature only, 
had become habitual, the effect still con- 
tinued, when the cause, as might reason 
ably be supposed from its remoteness, had 
lost its force; and to this, the solitary life 
that he led, the few acquaintance by 


- whoa he was vinited;; and the Ions chat 


he had experienced, all contributed to 


give a degree of permanency, which * 


could not remove. n 
The 


10; 


The gratitude which the service of 
Grraldus had inspired, was sincere ; but 
he was now become incapable of attention, 
even to those whom he most esteemed. 
As often however as he talked of return- 
ing, he would arouse himself, and press 
his further stay with every mark of anxi - 
ety, and notwithstanding the eager im- 
patience of Giraldus to return, his visit 

was lengthened from day to day. The 
uniform kindness of Lord Albert, howe- 
ver contributed most to obtain this com- 
pliance; he kept him continually engaged 
in hunting, fishing, or some other rural 
amusement, and strove by every method 
in his power to prolong his stay, and ren- 
der it as agreeable to him as he felt it was 
| to himself. 


Though Lord Albert uhr he could 
perceive the attractive power that acted on 
his friend, yet through delicacy he never 
binted at the subject, or mentioned the 
name of Elvina to him; he saw his rest- 

| E 3 less 
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less anxiety with pity, but its chief cause 
was concealed from his knowledge. The 
secret incentive that prompted the speedy 
departure of Giraldus, and rendered ab- 
sence doubly painful, was the expected 
return of Sir Alan Everard. This ex- 
pectation embittered every pleasure, threw 
a gloom on all his amusements, and gave 


with each reflection a pang of intolerable 


anguish. 8 


Albert was preparing to visit a friend, 
who resided at a considerable distance, it 
was the same to whose house he was tra- 
velling when he was attacked and wound- 
ed by the banditti; but his intentions 
were defeated dy the unexpected artival 
of one whom he so greatly esteemed, and 
were now only revived at the prospect of 
his departure. To obtain the company 
of his friend in this expedition became 
the earnest wish and endeavour of Lord 
Albert, not merely with a view of selt- 
gratification, 


107 


gratification, but principally to draw off 
his attention from what he considered as 
the dangerous indulgence of a hopeless 
passion. His earnest entreaties were aided 
by the solicitations of the Earl, and Gi- 
raldus after a short hesitation, consented ; 
but the stipulation that they should direct 
their route by the castle of the Baron, 
marked the cause of his anxiety to depart, 
and of his acceptance of the present-in- 
vitation. The second succeeding day was 
en commence naps ewa PE 


2 


e ths: much' Wend Sir 
Alan Everard had returned with flatter- 
ing expectations to the castle, and his 
pleasure was by no means diminished 
when he was made acquainted with the 
absence of Giraldus, for whom, on vari- 
ous accounts, he entertained no very high 
esteem; but not suffering his mind to 
dwell on the thoughts of one whom he 
considered merely as 'a dependant on the 
— of the Baron, he determined to 
E 4 
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apply himself seriously to the purguit of 
those measures from hence he hoped to 
bar e 0 
een ö H 
ice ch 
* Elvina be prone bimselk chat he 
| could already .diseern the dawning of a 
reciprocal passion, her attentive politeness, 
which the desire of giving pleasure and 
satisfaction to the friend of her father, 
alone inspired, vas considered as an une- 
quivocal proof; his vanity: was doubly 
augmented by the supposed discovery; an 
air of half- suppressed exultation sat on 
his features, and no impediment appear - 
ed in view, to thyart his promised bap- 
piness. | att ON VO 254 2 . 
: T3148; / > NM % Sin gr 
Zut never before had he been so unin- 
tentionally or so completely deceived 
to Elvina his person and fortune were 
alike indifferent; she saw nothing either 
In his character or conversation, that gave 
him the least preeminence in her esteem 


£ 
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above the generality of mankind, and 
totally unconscious of his views and inten- 
tions, she regarded his insinuating address 
without a chought, or a * to Investi- 
gate its secret cause. 

i 

Sir * on the contrary, blinded by 
vanity, traced each day his progress in the 
affections of Elvina; the extensive pos- 
sessions of the Baron excited his avarice, 
and became the constant and favourite 
theme of his reflections; already had he 
canvassed various schemes for the appro- , 
priation of her expected fortune, and of- 
ten had he dwelt with pleasure on the 
near prospect of realizing all these expec- 
tations. Thus circumstanced, all delay 
seemed inconsistent with his ideas of po- 
licy, and he therefore embraced the ear- 


liest opportunity, when every thing con- 
$pired to favour his views, to make an 


acknowledgment of his 2 and a 
W his hand and fortune. 


2 | By © i The 
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I be answer of Elvina was so clear and 
decisive, that it was impossible, prepared 
as he was, to expect a refusal to his first 
request, he should ever more entertain a 
hope, or trouble her with its repetition. 
Astonished and mortified to the highest 
degree, he was incapable of answering, 
and Elvina, when she had made nn 
arose and quitted the room. „ 


Thus lef to bimself he RP for some 
minutes transfixed to the spot, to be en- 
tirely rejected where he had flattered him- 
self he should scarcely have met with op- 
position, cut him to the soul, and as he 
walked out to the woods, he gave way to 
all the malignancy of his disposition, and 
mae * on Shame of 3 


| The cause chat bad e 8 
EA interest, he now attributed with all 
me virulence of jealousy to Giraldus; he 
recollected. the Morning on which he had 
xeceived a former mortification, and re- 

culled 
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called to his mind every ſittle- incident 
that d eg plausibulity to his n 
oo erste odr fo earmmagrave 
2591 om nene 70 1 moderne 
This passion needs few. proofs— —he 
soon became convinced, and after delibe- 
rating for some time on the plan most 
proper do be puts uedl. he at length deter- 
mined to make the Baron acquainted with 


his . ne ö rn its 
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But despicable as his principles really 
were, he could not lower himself to the 
degrading state of a spy and informer, in 
a family with whom he was merely on a 
visit, and therefore resolved to trust his 
communication and hopes, to an anony- 
mous letter. After having taken the 
greatest pains with this, he caused it to 
be delivered at the castle by a person 
whom he had hired for the purpose, and 
who without waiting for an answer, rode 
away again with speed. 
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Si Alan waited impatiently for the 


next day, when he hoped to behold 
some symptoms of the sutcess of his 


stratagem, but not observing the least 
change of manners in the Baron towards 


his daughter, or any trace in his counte- 
nance of wounded pride, he became half 
frantic, and quitted che castle on the fol- 


 Jowing day, with smiles of satisfaction on 


his countenance, and schemes of more 
eertain „ ** at his heart. 
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| The thintle/ip there on its rock ; and ohakes its beard to the 
wind— The flower hangs its heavy head, waving, at times, to 
the gale. Why dest thou awake me O gale, it ems to say, I 
am covered with the drops of heaven; the time of my fading is. 
near, and te ban that aball af my leaves. To marrow 
mall the traveller come, he that saw me in my beauty shall 
come; his eyes will search the field but they will not find me 4 
POEMS OF OSSIAN. 


Some weeks passed away, during which 
no circumstance of consequence oc- 
eured, Giraldus and his friend made but 
a short stay at the castle, and departed 
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an their proposed expedition, the fore. 
mer with a heart considerably lightened 
by the unexpected absence of Sir Alan 


Everard Nr AFM 
* 1 * —— 
* S * # 3 


In this interval, previous to the detail 
of those events which at length restored 
the castle of Hardayne to its ancient mag- 
nificence, it will be proper to make the 
reader acquainted with some circumstan- 
ces relating to the family by whom it was 
formerly inhabited. The connexion of 
these incidents with the subsequent events, 


will render the knomldge of them eS$Cnti- 
ally necessary. \ 


These circumstances are collected from 
the manuscript of a later writer, who at 
a considerable distance of time, resumes 
the narrative of the family, where the 
former had ceased, and continues it down 
to the destruction of the castle. To this 
1 event he scems to look forward from al- 
8 | Crt period with fearful anxiety, 
he and 
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and melancholy anticipation. He. ge. 
counts a variety of prodigies, of rhete- 
ors, and of ominous dreams, as the! cer- 
tain presages of its near approach. Yet 
when it takes place he appears entirely 
unprepared, and seems evidently to sink 
under the eg nnn au of che 
—_ bein e 72 {fot hs 


10 . thinking: nin hos 
sudden event must ' undoubtedly : have 
given ample scope fot reflection and sor- 
row, but much more so, to one wlio 
appears so deeply interested, from the 
strictest ties of friendsbi P and gratitude. 
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Ae nern ah ef Har- 
dayne had been the residence of the Earls 
of Montville; the last of that ancient fa · 
mily was not less distinguished by his su- 
perior merits than he was by his illustrious 
descent. In his person he was tall and 
graceful, and a commanding air was tem- 


1 by the mild benignity of his coun-. 


1100 tenance, 


i | 216 
A : tenante, his manners were frank and gen- 


tle, his disposition generous; but, some- 
what: tinctured with melancholy; in early 
fe his attachment to heroick enterprise 
| was: clearly discernible, and as he ad- 
vanced in years chis ruling pass ion became 
expanded; the ardenoy of his mind beam - 
ed forth at the sound of arms, and he 
missed no opportunity of signalizing his 
valour and inttepidity. In several tilts 
and tournainehts' his vigour and skill 
were acknowledged, and even the voice 
of envy pronounced him a TOI 
ha. 1 14 PO” e che 

a 0 en 1A 
The 8 of n with, an ex- 
60 estate, had devolved to him by the 
death of his father, at the early age of 
seventeen; it was then that his military 
disposition fully displaye d itself, his chief 
attention was constantly directed to this 
favourite pursuit, and he daily practised | 
himself in the use of every-warlike instru- 
ment. * formidable band of © youths 
whom 
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whom he had selected from the most ro- 
bust of the peasantry, were instructed 
with equal diligence and unwearied assi- 
duity in every martial exercise. On the 
first day of the week their skilful evoluti- 
ons were performed within the court, 
where the neighbouring. .gentry frequently 
Tepaired to witness their dexterity in single 
combat, cy x. Ev 
Its 100 24 1 nAq 03 035% 

This warlike ann however, yield- 
ed for a time to the power of love, he 
saw, and became deeply enamoured with 
the daughter of a neighbouring gentle- 
man, who, though possessed of no very 
considerable fortune, united every accom- 
plichment which can supply its defect: 
The lovely Matilda was not insensible to 
the worth or qualifications of the Earl of 
Montville, she admired the mingled 
sweetness and dignity of his disposition 
and manners, and their love became mus 
tual, sincere, and W 
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A union r principles of 
reciprocal and ardent esteem, promis 
ed to become the source of domestic 
bliss, nor did the event disappoint their 
most sanguine hopes, they seemed to ex- 
ist only in each others society, and their 
happiness was diffused to all around; every 
tongue dwelt on their praises, and every 
heart within the sphere of their action 
seemed to partake of its PIG — | 
n een ee ad. 7 
44 eien 1 >. 03-5143 „ 2} 14 
The Earl comics Surrounded by 
a young and lovely family, two sons and 
a daughter had already blessed their uni- 
on, and no wish which fortune or love 
could gratify, remained to render their fe- 
licity incomplete. The loss of their 
Ydaughter in early infancy, was the first al- 
lay of happiness that they had experienc- 
end and the stroke fell heavy on the hearts 
of the most indulgent of parents. But 
the violence of their grief from this mis- 
om abated with the lapse of time, 
8 their 
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their blias, tempered but not destroyed by 
their loss, flowed in the even channel of 
refined enjoyment, and they felt, and ac- 
knowledged the blessings which the kind 
hand of providence yet showered upon 
| n 60. to e ay bun 1893 27.1 
Ou: rod a bake. 9.1m i 
jen ne ation are. _ 
dom contented with present felicity, 
however eminent; we Overlook, or disre- 
gard that which is within our power. and 
fly to objects remote and uncertain, for 
eee eve | 


passion. el gut 


Six cars of almost uninterrupted tran- 
quillity and: domestic pleasures had al. 
ready: passed away, when the first invasi- 
on of France by Edward the third, called 
forth the latent passion for arms, which 
love had suppressed, but not obliterated, 
his faithful band was again drawn out 
and diligently practised in their accus- 
tomed exercises. In a few weeks he took 

— * his T 
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his departure on tliat fatal expedition 
from whence proceeded every misſortunt 


that —— reer the cattle 


of Hardayne. 
£0915 U * ee 20 bend 

The tears and entreaties of the Lady 
Montville failed in their accustomed 
power, their influence sunk under this 
ruling passion; and she yielded up her 
solicitations and her happiness to what 
her Lord represented as an absdlute - ne 
cessity; she saw his departure with heart: 
rr 
of the fate that hung heavy upon her. 


1 bene Gun 


5 | 
feeling by their historian, he enters into 
all their afflictions with the most tender 
sympathy, and bewails in expressive terms, 
the fatal propensity to which every joy, 
Wer ee Ces erg ve Ku e 
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aden time confirmed their ad 952 
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telligence, that the Earl with his party had 
been entirely cut off in a secret and un- 
successful expedition; at the head of his 
little band he long withstood the shock of 
a force infinitely superior in numbers; he 
fell, and his faithful ſollowers, disdaining 
to fly or yield, formed with their bodies 
2 rampart round their beloved chief. 
l sz H 1 la vd 
Dae with the . divas] the 

Lady Montville for some days fell into a 
kind of stupefaction, from which she. 
only recovered: to display the ruins of a 
mind that had sunk under the weight ot 
her calamities. The author here again 
breaks out into all the violence of grief at 
the recollection of this melancholy time, 
when despoiled of its vital powers, the 
castle seemed to be enveloped in funereal 
gloom; the dismayed inhabitants wander- 
ing through the halls and passages with 
sadness painted on their countenances, 
* che dread silence, only interrupted at 
| intervals 
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intervals by the slow footsteps of the ser· 
vants; or the sudden frenzied ee 
OY Ret Hg rte MITE 
118 56 abaygts % 
„Lond Bernard the RO son, WAS now 
Gro years of age, und hiv enger brother 
Edgar about two; a kind and gentle dis- 
position. characterized the former, but 
the latter was distinguished and admired 
by all the family as the perfect image of 
the Earl; those that witnessed the mis- 
fortunes that had lately fallen upon this 
house, looked forward with hope to that 
time, when the virtues of their ancestors 
Should be again displayed in the maturity 
e g e en 70 wah; 1 
_— 


Ads hun a e relitichs of the 
Earl's took possession of the castle, with 
an intention to superintend the direc- 
tion of their affairs till the recovery of 
the Lady Montville, or till the eldest 
son should arrive at an age when he 

might be capable of taking the manage- 
nr ment 
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ment upon himself. This man raised 


from. obscurity by the kindness of the 
Earl, had been made the constant com- 
panion of his youth, and a partaker in 
all his various amusements; but he is de- 
scribed as haughty and unfeeling, atten 
tive only to his own interests, and little 
calculated to inspire either love, or es- 


deem. 


The remainder'of this narrative E hw 
gien in the author's own words, that is, 


as near as possible, in what may not im- 


properly be stiled a translation from the 
obsolete diction of the time in which it 


was written. 


« The grief for the death of the Earl, 


and the unhappy state of his Lady, dif- 


« fused itself over the castle, tears were 


seen in every eye, every tongue dwelt on 
* the mournful event. Independent of 
the love and gratitude which I bore to- 


« wards him, could I have beheld this 


* without 
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4 without being struck with sorrow) 
But be still appeared unmoved, he 
« heard of the death of the friends who 
* had cherished and supported him, and 
Che still remained unmoved. Alas, his 
« heart was steeled by ambition, he saw 
« his approaching greatness, LN not 
Knee woes of others. 

e Destitute of every hope and comfort, 
wild and frantic with the pressure of 
< her afflictions, his unhappy | widowed 
lady sunk to the grave. I followed 
*©her pale corps, J wept over her as they 
lowered her revered remains; my heart 
te bled, it was rent, it was overwhelmed 
ce with anguish, the night witnessed my 

O as 1 W ene er 

Ns Often as I W * Gold: ERP 
bs i covers her, I call to mind her 
transient happiness; Irecollect her dawn- 
ing bliss, I trace the hurrying minutes 


We fer passed, I ee the days of joy 
% «and 


and pleasure hastening imperceptiply 
6 away, I see the gathering « cloyds of dire 
« misfortune moving heavily along, like 
« the storms of the mountains falling 
q with i impetuous force. ih 


% Thus che declining sun crimsons | 
the western bo ofizon | with che splendor 
6 of his beams, while the threatening 
o tempest growls ; in cho. distance; thus he 
0 sinks i in beauteous effulgence, and thus 
4 black Storms Succeed his departure, and 
60 blot his last faint gleams with, turbid 
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« The shocks of misfortune followed 
« each other in quick succession, soon 
« the ch ildrep, the only remaining Stay 
« of this noble family, descended to an 
2 early g grave; withered like the blossoms 
« of spring 0 the pestilential blast, th 
ee bowed cheir beauteous heads and sunk 
« in death. 
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a Overwhelmed — . cala- 


« mities, 1 stood with stupid astonish- 
„ment, gazing at the dire progress of 
fate. So the darksome way of the 
« benighted and lost traveller, receives 
the sudden illumination of some glare- 
« ing meteor, whose transitory beam dis- 
« plays to his view, all the horrors of a 
« trackless waste; as with deep melan- 
6 choly he gazes on the fleeting lustre, 
his dismayed heart, bereft of every 
« hope, sinks with its expiring beam, and 
« desolate, forlorn, and miserable, he 
« pursues the devious course, with wea⸗ 


5 


« ried and uncertain steßs. 


\ 
\ 


«A lake ever to be renumbered; 2 
4 * night dismal and tremendous, terminat- 
« ed the tragic. scene; loud pealing thun- 
« ders shook the castle to its foundations ; 
the blue lightnings blazed in the court, 
« and shivered the towering battlements. 
« Soon a dismal cry aroused my 7 torpid 
| l the flames burst with violence 
« from 
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from the western buildings, the air was 
« charged with fire, all nature seemed to 

combine for its destruction; the loud 
blast drove it on with impetuous fury, 
* and the pale flashes and roaring thun- 
« der mingled in the dreadful scene. 
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“The succeeding day saw this once 
* noble edifice an abandoned heap of 
* ruins. I who had long beheld it in all / 


its magnificence, alone returned to view | | 


bs — — —_ 


it again; it recalled to my mind all the 
e events of former times, I felt the change 


“ which a few fleeting days had effected, \ 
and the contrast rent my soul.“ | 


« Now bereft of every comfort, I sit 

« forlorn on the mossy stones. I mark 

the course of the declining sun, and 

« thiak on the unhappy fate of my be- 

© nefactors. Tis now night, the moon- 

beam trembles through the crannyed 

« wall, and falls with chequered light ws 
6c among the ruined arches ; from the dark 

| F 40 apertures, 
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< apertures, thin spectres seem to glide, 


« and beckon me to follow. The howl: 
* ing of the distant watch- dog suddenly 
« invades my ear, they fly, and a faint 
« and melancholy murmur seems to issue 
from among the ruins. 


„“ The door, waving to the breeze on 
« its grating hinges, alone breaks the so- 
& lemn stillness, or shut by the sudden 
* blast, resounds in sullen echoes through 
the hollow vaulted caverns, the dying 
zephyr sighs through the long grass, 
e then sinks to calmness; again mute 
* contemplation resumes her seat. 


„Oh! happiness, whither art thou fled. 
« Oh! days of peace, and joy, now past 
“for ever, how short, how fleeting were 
« your delightful moments, all is now 
% past—my friends are dead—dejected ] 
wander among these ruins, my soul lies 
* buried among them; the adder that 
„ glides with silver scales tigough the 
| narrow 
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narrow chink, or the bat who flits 
«< through the dusky gloom, are now 
my only companions, they alone shun 
4 not anne —— and of 
© woe, Nad 201 D. 
na 079% 

© On these scenes, now enveloped in 
« ruin and night, overshadowed by the 
« black clouds of misfortune, the dawn- 
« ing day shall again pour its light, plea- 
sure shall again dance within this court— 
« but not for me—no more shall the 
« friends of my youth quit their narrow 
cells, no more shall the smiling looks 
* of welcome beam from the counte- 
* nances of my benefactors, the cold and 
silent tomb alone awaits me there 
« shall I sink, avoided and shunned by 
the giddy and the vain, no tear shall 
« drop on the wretches grave, no sigh 
shall heave as I descend to the cold 
earth.“ 


The manuscript here ceases, the un- 
happy 


with accumu- 
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to trace the progres: of 


till the welcome hand of death 
kindly administered the only balm 10 ease 
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bappy mourner, depressed 


his woe - worn heart. 
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for the term of his continuance with his 
friend, had now expired, and Giraldus 
felr all the ĩmpatience of a lover once more 
to return to the castle of the Baron St. 

F 3 Austin, 


3 2. mp, . 2 
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Austin, nor could the friendly endeavours 
af the gentleman, nor his own philoso- 
phy, longer restrain the. increasing anxie- 
ty of his heart. Lord Albert perceived 
his pain, and kindly resolving not to * 


bd = . . 


— 


ing day for their departure. 


Early in the morning therefore they left 
their kind host, ang proceeded | an their 
journey towards the castle..of the Baron, 
whither Lord Albert proposed to accom- 


ela 


pany his friend. As they,meant.tq reach 
this place as early as posible on the fol- 


lowing day, they continued to travel on 
till long after the close of the evening. 
It became exceedingly dark, and their 
way doubrful. In this exigence they 
agreed to proceed slowly, while the two 
servants went forward in quest of some 
place where they might rest for the night; 
if they discovered any such place within 
2 certain time, one was ordered to remain 

þ o and 
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and prepare for their reception, and the 

other to return and guide them. 

As they were well armed, they felt no 

alarm at being thus left to themselves, 

but pursued their way for some time 

without meeting, or hearing of the ser- 

vants. At length an apprehension arose, 

that they had taken a different road, wing 
(which in reality was the case) and they 

stopped to deliberate on what measures it 

would be most proper to pursue. After 

some hesitation they determined to pro- 

ceed in the same direction, until they 

should either meet with them, or some 

place where they could remain. 


But their expectations were still de- 
ferted from time to time, and the hout 
of midnight was approaching without any 
prospect of success, the road too became 
still more obscure and uneven, and they 3 
were compelled to proceed with stil! 
greater caution. They now repented - 

Fs having 
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having travellod after dark, in a coutitey 
with which neither of them was acquaint 
ed; but to repine was useless, and under 


uch circumstances there was no alterna- 
K OO 8 87 


At 9 
Spread the western horizon, and as they 
travelled on, its brightness increased; it 
seemed to glow-on the edges of the heavy 
clouds, and threw a gleam on the distant 
hills. They stood for some minutes to 
eontemplate it, and were at length per- 
Suaded that it proceeded from some great 
fire, the direction lay nearly in their route, 
and they quickened their pace, _—_— 

of the dangers of the road. 


of . 
| : 


Alter travelling for near an hour, they 

suddenly emerged from a wood, that had 
for some time entirely concealed it from 
their view, and found themselves on the 
margin of an extensive piece of water. 
| — NEAT WE 


ceĩve 
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ceive- a-large edifice, from every aperture 
of which, che flames now poured forth 
with violence; the reflection on the water 
was tremendously grand and awful, the 
surface of che lake seemed to glow with 
the inverted blaze, like liquid fire, while 
the foliage of the trees, and the whole ho- 
rizon, caught the ruddy light, and ren- 
dered the scene horridly picturesque. 


Without regarding its beauties the tra- 
vellers hurried on with increased speed, 
till chey arrived at the gate of an antique 
castle; they entered the court- yard, and 
passed through some of the outward 
buildings, but without meeting a single 
human being. The surprise of Lord 
Albert at this circumstance was unbound- 
ed, but it did not exceed that of Giraldus, 


when he discovered that this was the same 
castle on which the banditti, in whose 
company he then was, had made theit 
unsuccessful e 


There 
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There was now, however, no time for 
reflection, their exertions alone setmed 
requisite, and they determined if possible 
to enter the castle, lest some of the in» 
habitants, unconscious of their danger 
might yet be left sleeping. The fire was 
hitherto conſined to about half of the 
lower part of the castle, and most of the 
upper. As they approached they disco- 
vered that the entrance was open, and 
spite of every danger, they passed on to 
an extensive hall oF the profound silence 
was only interrupted by the crackling 
blaze of the fire, or the frequent falling 
of heavy beams, that every now and then 
threatened impending destruction to thos 
below. Dcr Y8 > ing nn JA 
bancda 2 * n nt'd Nt] nod 
A deep groan; that seemed to 

from a place adjoining, startled them, 
and once more drew off their attention 
from their - own danger, the door of the 
apartment however was fastened, and 
they were incapable of forcing it open; 


in 
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in this exigence Giraldus repaired to the 
outward gate, from which he quickly 
wrenched off a strong iron bar, and with 
this implement soon opened 8 2 
passage into ther room. | 


| A blazing turret on the . ide 
of an inner court threw a strong reflection 
of light into this apartment, it was filled 
with smoke, and seemed as if it had 
partly taken fire; they hastily sought every 
part of it without effect, when another 
groan directed them to an adjacent closet; 
the same instrument here became neces- 
sary, ond the Gn. Was a demo- 
hahed-:: | 
ä ed on the grou nd, and wel- 
tering in his blood, lay a man, who by 
his dress appeared to be some person of 
distinction, they paused not however to 
decide, but taking him immediately in 
their arms, conveyed him to the outer 
court. Scarcely was this business accom- 
plished, 


— oa 


3s 
plizhed, when the whole of the upper 
part of che building gave way, and fell 
with ' a hideous crash into the. apart- 
ments which they had just quated ; the 
flames from the inner court now appear 
ed to rage with redoubled violence, and 
the whole atmosphere seemed charged 
with the fiery particles that arose from 
che fall of the building. | | 


A band of peasants from a village at 


che distance of a mile, disturbed by the 
noise, just arrived in the critical moment 
when they were utterly at a loss how to 


act ; to them the gentlemen intrusted the 


care of the wounded stranger, and they 
immediately conveyed him away to the 
nearest village, accompanied by Lord 
Albert and Giraldus; part of the pea- 


sants remained, not with the view of do- 


ing any good, but merely to indulge 
their curiosity with a view of an, 


. 
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The surprise of the travellers ar the 
nate in which hey had found the castle, 
increased as they. dwelt on this extraordi- 
nary circumstance. Giraldus remember · 
ed the number of servants with which it 
Seemed to abound, at the time when the 
banditti had made their attack; but now . 
the entire desertion of 1 it, by all, except 
the wounded str anger, who seemed from 
the precaution of fastening the doors, to 
have been abandoned to inevitable de- 
struction, was an incident that he in vain 
endeavoured to explain. 


The peasants could only inform them, 
that the Baron Fitzwalter was the pro- 
prietor of the castle; they seemed to en- 
tertain a suspicion that it was him whom 
they were now carrying, and their appre- 
henstons were confirmed on their arrival 
at the village, where with great I" 
they at length conveyed him. 


Immediately on Nis an he! was put 


to 


to bed, and they proceeded to examine 

his wounds; they found that he had been 
stabbed in several places, but they were 
not sufficient judges to pronounce the 
degree of danger in which he was. On 
inquiry they learned that no surgeon dwelt 
within six miles of the village, the nearest 
was the same who had been applied to 


for Lord Albert: to dispatch a peasant; 


they feared, would occasion too much de- 
lay, and as Giraldus was well acquainted 
with the road, after some friendly alter- 
cation, it was agreed that he should go, 
while Lord Albert watched over the safe- 
ty of the Baron till his return. 


The nearest way lay close by the castle 
of Hardayne, and-though Giraldus felt 
an involuntary horror at the recollection 
of this -place, yet he determined to take 
that course, as it would prolong time too 
much to keep the main road. As he 
approached the gateway he was not des- 
titute of some supernatural terrors, he 


turned and gave à fearful look into the 
court as he passed by, but could discern 


no object through the profound gloom, 
and he / hazteried on to the place of his 
destination. (18 DENT ie MGR 
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In about an hour he arrived there, and 
the surgeon immediately accompanied 
him back to the village, he was greatly 
surprised ati the information which Gi 
raldus gave him; respeeting the castle of 
the Raron Fitzwalter, and was'equally at 
A 9 50 d Sip event. 
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As soon as Sn denied tha: bill, 
which | bounded this valley, they beheld 


strongly illuminating the opposite moun- 

tains; while the castle of Hardayne seem- 
ed to frown with still deeper gloom, sur- 
. 5 che black os W heath. 


The „ a but + a 


hopes for the recovery of the Baron, he 


4 however 


che fire yet blazing in the distance, and 


14 


however exerted: all his skill, and cn 
axed with his patient during che remain- 
his companion took up their abode in a 
neighbouring cottage, and there: detes 
mined to await the . | 
| hr; 279 berg 20 1 Ode £1 
be s/the moming 8 repair to the 
ner to a discou- 
wer aß the; eause of its apparent desen 
on. The; pessants ftom all the acigh- 
bouring hamlets; had now surrounded it, 
and were gathered in parties, listening to 
the superstitious and marvellons explana- 
tions of their more eloquent neighbours. 
Some asserted that it had been fired by 
done it, aſter plundering the castle, and 
murdering their master. The latter in- 
the state in which it had been discovered, 
but it was a mere opinion, on which no 
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The nodding turrets that yet remained 
standing, destitute of their wonted sup- 
port, Seemed to wave with the breeze, 
and by their threatening aspects kept * 
curious multitude at OE distance. 

of 
Froti chem Lord Alben mm chert 
the Baron was but little esteemed by the 
acighbouring people they described Rin 
seemed to have $carcely any ' pity for his 
misfortune. The loss of his son, who 
was headstrong and perverse, in the en- 
gagement with the banditti, had for a time 
deprived him of his reason, and on his 
recovery had added a greater degree of 
asperity to his temper. The smile that 
sat on the countenances of some of his 
tenants who were present, was a convinc- 
ing proof of the truth of this information, 
but every one seemed to lament the death 
of his lady, who they naturally con- 
cluded, had shared the same fate as the 
Baron. | 
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The gentlemen now returned to the 
village, where they remained for two days 
more, during this time the surgeon scarce- 
ly ever quitted his patient, who had re- 
covered the use of his speech, but was 
in general extremely delirious. As the 
event was yet very daubtful, and their ac- 
commodation at the cottage exceedingly 
indifferent, it was 4% en repeated 
should cetura.to es arcs of me Baron 
St. Austin, while Lord: Albert, awaited 
the issue, of which he promised to send 
immediate intelligence to his friend, and 
to follow, after, as 5990 as e 


weak. bi "4 


jp or * 1 this affair, Gi. 
raldus was desirous of seeing the Baron 
in the evening previous to his departure, 
and Lord Albert accompanied him to the 
apartment. He lay apparently senseless, 
his eyes closed, and his visage overspread 
with the paleness of death, their approach 
5 * however 
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however aroused him, he threw a wild 
glance towards them, gave a sudden and 
frantic start, and sunk lifeless on his pil- 
low.” - | 143 23919 


Alarmed at his situation, they imme- 
diately. withdrew, and sent in tie surgeon 
who had fortunately just arrived; in a 
short time he came out and dissipated 
their concern, by informing them, that 
he had only fainted, but he cautioned 
them in future, not to suffer any but the 
necessary persons to be about him, as in 
his present weak state, any sudden agita- 
tion might prove fatal. This Lord Al- 
bert promised, and they retired to their 
cottage. | | 


Early on the following morning Giral - 
dus quitted the village, and his friend 
dispatched a messenger to the castle of 
Melbourne, lest his having been separat- 
ed from his servants should prove a cause 
of apprehension and alarm to the Earl. 


* 
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It will now be proper to make known 
the cause of this misfortune, though every 
eircumstance that attended it was not dis- 
covered till some years after the event. 


It may be remembered, that when the 
officers of justice had destroyed, as they 
' thought, the last remains of the banditti, 
two who were wounded in the former af- 
fair appearing nearly dead, were left un- 
molested. One of these however was not 
50 desperately wounded as they had 
imagined, though he was too much so, to 
give his companions any assistance; when 
therefore he saw that their fate was inevi- 
table, he took advantage of the interval, 
while they were busily engaged, to smear 
his face with blood; and then counterfeit- 


When the confusion was over, and he 
had heard the departure of the horses, he 
arose, and taking only a stick to support 
himself, crawled out of the dungeon, and 
| made 


75 
made his way to the court- yard; from 
ness he immediately departed, and by sun- 
rise had reached the borders of the heath. 
Here he obtained shelter at the cottage of 
a peasant, to whom he gave an account 
of his having been met and wounded by 
the banditti on the preceding evening, as 


he was travelling towards his home: his 


story was believed, and they permitted 
him to remain for a few days till he was 
somewhat more able to pursue his course. 
He then continued his route by short 
journeys, to a place near sixty miles dis- 
tant, where, in the midst of a large forest, 
another, and superior party of banditti 
with whom the others had occasionally 
been leagued, held their subterraneous 
abode; and here he remained in perfeet 
security till his wound was healed. 


The party heard of the defeat and 
death of their friends with gloomy sorrow 


and fierce indignation, they vowed to de- 


vote 


r 


j 
; 
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vote themselves to revenge their death, 
ed on various plans, their savage souls 
were elated with anticipations of success. 


Another scheme however, which they 
had then in view, suspended for some time 
the fate of the Baron Fitzwalter, and in- 
testine divisions, respecting the sharing of 
of a considerable booty, bid fair to set it 
altogether aside, by turning their arms 
against each other. By the authority of 
their leader, peace and unanimity were at 
length restored, and the subject was again 
renewed; it was however a very, hazar- 
dous business, and required all their cau- 
tion and deliberation, and was therefore 
discussed with more than r, cir- 
n. 0 | 


When the 8 time drow: nigh, they 
sent out a reconnoitering party with orders 
to make the castle of Hardayne their re- 
ig to endeavour in Wan. | 
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an entrance into the castle, and to lie in 
ambush as frequently as possible, with a 
view of taking some of the servants pri- 
soners; a circumstance that would con- 
siderably tend to aid their desig. 


The latter plan succeeded even beyond 
their expectation; the unfortunate man 
who had before betrayed them, with two 
of his fellow servants, were returning 
home in the dusk of the evening, when 
they were suddenly surrounded by the 
party in ambuscade ; unarmed and inca- 
pable of defending themselves, they were 
immediately bound, gagged, and carried 
off to the distant abode of the banditti. 


The intelligence which they extorted 
from these unfortunate men, proved ex- 
tremely useful, the strength of the guard, 
their negligence, a description of the se- 
cret passages of the castle, and above all, 
the place where the treasures were kept, 
was obtained from their prisoners. It is 

Vo“. II. G perhaps 
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perhaps scarcely necessary to add, that 
when they had procured every information 
which they could give, they took effec - 
| tual means to prevent the frustration of 
their plans, by putting it out of their 
1 to n more. 


Maine the apparent Gini 


of the time, they were unwilling to trust 
any thing to chance, and in order to lull 
to a fatal security, the suspicions which 
the sudden disappearance of his servants 
might have excited in the Baron, they 
agreed to defer their expedition for some 
months longer. | 


At length this secret and horrid enter- 
prise was again set on foot, they watched 
their opportunity when but a small num- 
ber was retained as guards at the castle, 
and by a bold and successful stratagem, 
gained an entrance into one of the secret 
Passages soon after the close of the even; 


ing, Yup the remainder waited without, 
concealed 
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concealed in the coppice, to second the 
efforts of their comrades. The disappear- 
ance of the lights, in the upper rooms, 
when most of the servants had retired to 
bed, was the signal for attack; they silent 
ly issued from their hiding place and sur- 
prised the guard at the gate, who, not 
dreaming of an enemy within the walls, 
were almost buried in sleep, and fell 
an easy and silent sacrifice to the success- 
ful banditti. The gates were then open- 
ed with the same caution for their com- 
panions, some of whom were immediately 
stationed on the inside, to prevent all 
chance of escape; and as the alarm bell 
might yet summon the peasants from the 
neighbouring villages, and possibly in- 
tercept their own retreat, they still pro- 
ceeded with the most cautious vigilance, 
and e silence. 


Ba, nm | 
vants however, alarmed the Baron, who 
had not yet retired to bed; unconscious 

| 2 | of 
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of the danger he immediately seized a 
light, and descended to the parlour, where 
he was met by some of the banditti, who 
after wounding him, as they thought mor- 
tally, drew him into the * * 
and fastened the door. 


The rest of the castle was 3 
vaged, and his lady fell a sacrifice to their 


fury, in her own room; all the plunder 
was then collected into the center of the 
court, and fire applied to every part of the 


edifice. In about half an hour the flames 


burst forth from every side, and the suc- 


cæssful troop, burthened with their prodi- 


gious booty, often turned with joy to 


behold the effect of their severe * bars" 


barous 99 


some time afterwards was attended with 
such violent dissentions, that they prevent- 


ed the hovering hand of justice, by sacri- 
4 OO each other — be” 


While 
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While Lord Albert remained at the 
village, to await the event of the wounds 
which the Baron had received, Giraldus 
pursued his course to the castle of his 
friend—the habitation of the mistress of 
his soul. As he entered the park he felt 
all chose pleasing emotions which a near 
approach to those we love, after a tedious 
absence, naturally inspire, and he was 
proceeding on to the castle, when a ser- 
vant whom he met, informed him that 
as Ty ** had walked out alone. 

"is the enn of 8 aided her 
at the summer house, he left his horse, 
and repaired thither, but as he approach- 
ed, he was suddenly aroused from his re- 
verie by a loud shriek; he flew with im- 
patient eagerness to the building, and 
throwing open the door, beheld Elvina 
in the hands of three men, who seemed 
preparing to carry her off; at the sight of 
him she gave a sudden scream otJoys and 
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. Giraldus, rendered half frantic with 
passion, scarcely recognized, in the prin- 
cipal of these men, the countenance of 
Sir Alan Everard, but pressing forward, 
with his unsheathed sword he beat down 
the guard of his adversary, and by a fu- 
rious blow with the hilt, laid him senseless 
on the floor. Then turning to the ser- 


vants, who stood trembling at his vio- 


lence, he sternly ordered them to remove 
the body from his sight; there was no 
necessity to repeat his commands, they 


were instantly executed, and he now ap- 


plied himself to the recovery of Elvina. 


Soon as she had regained her recol- 
lection, and her emotions and terror had 
somewhat subsided, she thanked Giral- 
dus with all the warmth of gratitude for 
his timely and generous exertions, and 
explained to him the cause of this base 
attempt of Sir Alan, and but for you,” 
he continued, I might at this moment 
“have been hurried far away, torn from 

| | c the 
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« the arms of a dear and indulgent” pa- 
« rent, and concealed for ever from his 
« distracted search. What days of una- 
<« yailing and bitter anguish have you 
- prevented, and what gratitude do I owe 


to my prezerver, to the e of my 
« cher. ” 


« Talk not of e he bed 
* to one, who had his life been sacrificed 
© would have but poorly repaid the many 
« favours which he has received from 
your family; but surely it required no 
« consideration of that nature to prompt 
* me to a duty, which it would have 
« been infamous to have neglected even 
« to a stranger. Judge then, in the si- 
tuation in which I now stand, what 
© must have been the impulse that ac- 
« tuated my conduct. O my Elvina! to 
« what a state should I. have been re- 
e duced, if at my return I had heard of 
« your loss, I shudder while I think of it, 
all my misfortunes would have appeared 
G 4 228 
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lips, he poured forth the effusions of un- 
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« as.trifles, and this dire event at length 
have compleated my destruction. 


The looks of Elvina spoke the fulness 
of gratitude and love, she arose, and Gi- 
raldus accompanied her towards the cas- 
tle. She saw and felt the force of that 
ardent though tender, that unbounded 
though respectful passion that glowed in 
his breast, she saw the generous principles 
chat governed his actions, and led on by 
the mingled sensations which his late ser- 
vice had inspired, by long founded and 
mutual affection, and by well tried worth 
and: honour, . She at length blessed him 
with the avowal of a flame equally ten- 
der and sincere as his own. | 


gt with the generous ac- 
knowledgment, he sunk on his knee, and 
as he pressed her hand with extacy to his 


bounded love and gratitude, and fervently 
vowed never to presume upon that im- 
plicit 
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plicit confidence which she had so gene- 
rously, so unreservedly reposed in him. 
They now returned to the castle, where 
the warm acknowledgments of the Baron, 
contributed with his recent discovery, to 
fill the breast of Giraldus with such tran- 
sports as he had never before experienced, 
and he frequently felt inclined to consider 


it as the effect of some blissful vision, 
from which he feared to awake. 


In the mean time Sir Alan Everard was 
conveyed by his servants to a distant cot- 
tage, where he remained concealed till the 
contusion, which the violence of the blow 
had occasioned, was somewhat abated. 
He then returned home, and though his 
heart swelled with the desire of revenge, 
yet dreading the resentment of the Baron, 
he wisely determined to quit the country 
till time had in some measure worn from 
his mind, the deep traces of the intended 


injury; 
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It will have blood, they say; blood will have blood: 
Stones have been known to move, and trees to speak; 
Avugurs, and understood relations, have 
By maggot-pies, and choughs, and rooks, brought forth 
The secret t man of blood. 
SHAKSPEARE, 


Th a 


Rxzuaerions on the events of tho pre- 
ceding day, banished sleep from the 
couch of Giraldus, all night he gave way 
to the happiness which his discovery had 
inspired; he saw himself possessed not 
only of the esteem, but of the love of. 
MS War | her, 
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her, who had so long remained the ob- 
ject of his unalterable affections—extatic 
delight filled his breast, and his felicity 
knew no bounds. | 


Sometimes indeed, intermingling with 
these blissful sensations, others of a differ- 
ent nature would arise, when he called 
to mind his present state, and the insupe- 
rable bar which fortune had placed to 
the full attainment of his hopes. In the 
Baron, he acknowledged a firm and sin- 
cere friend, but he could never entertain 
the idea, that he would accede to his uni- 
on with Elvina; such a supposition he 
felt was vain and improbable, and its in- 
dulgence only led to a certain and severe 
b e 


Thus situated, he endeavoured to raise 
a scheme of happiness on that foundation 
which necessity had pointed out, to pur- 
sue those paths alone, which honour and 
duty should direct, and to leave the issue 

to 
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to that providence which had hitherto led 


his unconscious steps through all the in- 


tricate mazes by which he had lately N 
zurrounded. 


Three days of happy and undisturbed 
tranquillity had now passed away, they 
were such as Giraldus had never before 
experienced, and so fully was his mind 
occupied by bis own concerns, that he 
scarcely recollected the situation in which 


he had 1 his friend with the Baron Fitz- 


walter. ba 


10 8 however a messenger 
nd from Lord Albert with dispatches 
for Giraldus; a short note informed him 
of the death of the Baron on the preced- 
ing evening, and referred him for more 
particular infqrmation to the large packet, 
by which it was accompanied. Giraldus 
accordingly broke open the seals, and 
with eager: and increasing astonishment 
read as follows. „r 1 i 27 


- - 
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“To you it will be necessary to make 
this last confession, to the world it may 
be proper, were it only to warn them 
* to shun my fate. Know, that to 
e boundless ambition I may ascribe the 
train of successive crimes into which I 
“have been led. Allied to the noble 
house of Montville, it early took root 


e in my heart, but it was reserved for the 


« death of my patron to all forth all its 
« belli force. | 


I. Rextrained within due bounds- be- 
« fore: that event, my hopes and prospects 
« were moderated, they seemed annihi- 
t lated by his marriage; happy would it 
e have been for me, had their influence 
e never revived, years of unknown mi- 
* sery would then have been spared me, 
nights of disturbed and sleepless anxie- 
ty would have been prevented by tran- 
% quil slumber, the horrors of a guilty 
e conscience, of a conscience polluted 
* witli blood, would not have raised tor- 


4 menting 


£62 


* menting fieads to my view, and render- 
« ed the hour of darkness, an hour of 
W r 


a But bade has long hung heavy 
« over me, my son fell an early victim 
* to his father's crimes, in the bloom 
of youth, and the storm has at length 
s fallen on my devoted head. | 


« O'ye who feel the dawning of am- 
© bition in your breasts, guard your 
* hearts against its flattering voice, behold 
* in me an object, that may teach you 
early to suppress its dangerous influ- 
Vence; by its dictates have I been led on 
from injustice to guilt, from guilt to 
murder, and from murder am now con- 
signed to long delayed, but certain pu- 


a The death of the Earl of Montville in 

« an expedition to France, was succeeded 
« by the distraction of his Lady, she 
E gunk 
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« sunk under the fatal blow, and a few 
« weeks reunited her with her deceased 
Lord. My dormant passions were 
again aroused, every circumstance 
« geemed to second my views—but, two 
children yet remained—Oh ! memory 
« why dost thou torment me with the re- 
collection « of their artless innocence, 
« why hast thou ever in the very moment 
of transient pleasure, held up the bale- 
fol ſp to my view ? Let me, though 
* horror creeps through my veins as I 


« proceed, e eee 
in my relation. | 


« These children were now the only 
bars to my ambitious hopes, those re- 
moved, and the extensive estates be- 
came my own; long 4 meditated on 
the measures that I ought to pursue, and 
murder was at length determined on. 
Four servants of tried fidelity, who had 
« Jong been attached to my interests were 


« jintrusted with the execution, I had de- 


40 cided, 


t cided, and I left it to them to fix on the 
„ means; the elder brother was fin de- 
voted to destruction. d 


« At the dead of night, they took him 


« from his bed, from the calm slumbers 
of innocence; they would have con- 
= <«< veyed him to the heath, there to have 
1 << executed the bloody deed, and buried 
= 5 his remains, but he awoke as they cross- 
1 * ed the court. His screams still vibrate 
of on my heart ; I heard them as I traced 
"mY their proceedings from the window of 
% my apartment: fearful. of a discovery 
8 * they concealed themselves beneath the 
'8 « pedextal, einen en 
1 « heart. 

| was en 
* the horrors of the silence that ensued 
„ heard his last sob=-the whole weight 
« of my crime. fell on my heart like a 
« thander bolt; the assassin with bloody 
2 n: appeared before. me, and 1 


* e screamed 
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« screamed.with horror ; he saw my dis- 
traction, and wisely avoided me, or 
« that dreadful night had witnessed more 
cc . a 3 murder. 


2 Thus far my schemes were executed, 

« and I found that instead of being the 
< happiest, I was now become the most 
miserable of men, already I had dealt 
too much in blood, and half my pur- 
pose yet remained unexecuted. A 
pang of severe remorse saved the life of 
the younger brother, as with a heart 
rendered still more savage by despair, 1 
* was about to order his immediate exe- 
« cution ; his fate wavered on an even 
* balance, but humanity (may I use the 
term) preponderated. Herbert my in- 
« fernal agent, awaited with anxiety to 
« execute my orders, he received my com- 
“ mands to convey the young Edgar im- 
e mediately from the castle to some dis- 
< tant village, with a sullenness that ex- 
« Prana how little he was pleased with 
cc my 
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* my lenity. Their nurse was speedily 
* conveyed to a remote habitation, where 
death soon put an end to Fe r an 


« In the morning I mentioned with in- 
1 difference, that the children had been 
*« removed to a distant castle, where I had 
« fixed their abode till the age of matu- 
* rity. The circumstance seemed an ob- 
« ject of indifference to the generality, 
« and was therefore readily believed; the 
# report of their death by an epidemic 
© fever, in the course of a few months, 
gained the same credit, and induced 
* me openly to claim the valuable do- 
= mains. 


But the terrors of my conscience 
were not so easily allayed, all my mag- 
« nificent possessions could not, blot out 
the remembrance of the means by which 
< T had obtained them, I saw the insuf- 
1 e 

4 breast, 
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breast, and 1 cuncd my fll with he 
rr 


"3 


66 AFTER all bur the villains who 
e had aided my purpose, beheld-me with 
« fear and trembling. I thought myself 
« detested and avoided' by all, and be- 
came nearly frantic. The castle was 
* hateful to my sight, I imputed to it, 
« all the disquiet of my mind, and tak- 
ing advantage of a tremendous thun- 
der storm, when the blazing lightnings 
« Seemed to aid my views, with a daring 
* and desperate hand I set fire to the es. 


tern apartments. 


« The conflagration was dreadful, the 
« $ervants scarcely preserved themselves 
from its fury, and 1 beheld with gloo- 
“my satisfaction the magnificent pile 
« that I had rendered myself miserable to 
obtain, a prey to the devouring ele- 
« ment. The officious zeal of my ser- 


© vants preserved a small portion, though _ 


te scarcely 
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© scarcely sufficient to oohvey an idea of 
« its ancient grandeur, and I retired to 
% neighbouring castle that had long 
deen neglected; and was n fallen tc to 
66 1 | | +. 
£108 Hers! I ee end oh: my „. 
2 denice, -and strive by all the means in 
my power to drive away reflection. In 
<« a Short time afterwards I was married, 
and the care of an only son contribut- 
ed in some measure to calm my soul; 
< but often indeed would all the horrors 
P of my conscience return with accumu- 
tc lated force, and threaten to ene 
« my disteacted mind. 

1 To teturn to Wes young Eta Need 
« I mention it, have you not already dis- 
covered in yourself, that unhappy youth? 
« the supposed nephew of Herbert, the 
* brother of the murdered Lord Bernard, 
and now the Earl of Montville! Lou 
„es he whom I sometimes approved, 


«© sometimes 


© # * % 


* 


«©g0metimes: een myself for bar. 
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«I wy ofoce progress in 1 IEG | 5 

« tions of the Baron St. Austin, I heard 14 


A 


« 1t with a maligriancy that frequently up- 
« braided my mistaken lenity, I however 
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« withheld myself from violence, till some 44 q 
« alarming expressions which you made i 
use of, in your parting conversation # 


« with Herbert, again aroused me. He | 1 4 
« immediately communicated his appre- | 1 
« hensions to:me ; alarmed at the intelli- 74 


« gence, I Sa., or thought I saw, that 
* our whale plot was discovered, and or- 
« dering all those who were acquainted” 
« with the secret into my apartment, I 
% upbhraided them with their treachery, 
and threatened immediate vengeance. 
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"% They solemnly and sternly denied 4 
tlie: charge, and as a convincing proof _ + 8 
4 of their integrity, promised with hor- | | 


«© nd. A instantly to seek you 
4133 * out | 


170 5 


« gut and murder you. I was terrified, 
« alarmed, maddened with the supposed 
« discovery, I listened with eagerness to 
« every proposal that was made, but I 
e ghuddered at the thoughts of murder, 
<« and at length consented that they should 
4 ue their endeavours to take you alive. 


They departed by different roads, one 
of them returned no more, but his body 
« was afterwards found at the Castle of 
% Hardayne ; the other two united toge- 
4 ther, and discovered you at che Beacon, 
<* where, after procuring further assistance, 
« they closely watched you till your depar- 
«ture, and carefully paring the same 
«direction till a convenient opportunity, 
« gurprised you at the close of the even - 
„ing. But to Lord Albert no injury was 
intended, he was carried off merely to 
cer their designs, and to prevent any 
immediate efforts to rescue his friend. 


I heard of your confinement at the 
EN cc castle 


: 02% 


« castle with a gloomy satisfaction; your ; 


« fate for $ome time remained undecided, 
« at length a happy thought (as I chen 
« termed it) struck me, to convey you to 
« Some distant place, from whence. I 
9 hoped you might never return. In one 
« of my excursions along the sea- coast, I 
« had seen an ancient tower, that was in · 


e habated by a fisherman and his sons; 


it was remote from any other habitati- 
* on, and exactly suited my purpose. 


« Thither I repaired, dieppized as a 10 


* vant, and bargained with the old man 
* for your conveyance ; this business ac - 
e complished, I returned home, a still 
« nearer and more important concern oc- 


« cupied my attention for the remainder 
e of the day, to frustrate the designs of 
the banditti, who had formed a plot for 


«© the plundering of my castle, and the 


murder of its inhabitants. I therefore 
gave hasty orders to one of my people, 
“o communicate to your guards, my 


intentions 


ed the man till e wag 
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& intentions in regard to you, but detain- 


M . £ 

q a My son fl 5 in that dreadfal night, 
* and overwhelmed with the stroke, I was 
« driven to distraction; my returning 
e reason beheld it as the just punishment ' 
« of heaven, but I was impatient and vio- 


* ſent, instead of being subdued by the 


* calamity. My servants who conveyed 


1 you away, 1 found had not returned, it 


« was believed that they were shipwreck- 
«ed, but 1 had done with them, and 
« their loss, had I been capable of feel- 
40 ing it, would rather have excited 52 0 
« gzure than regret. 


- « But the clamorous insolence of Her- 
ay bert aroused me from my lethargy, he 
6 said he had heard, that I had murder- 
«ed you, talked loudly of his affection, 
© of his conscience, and of his horror at 

Vit. f Sendo 
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che deed, and threatened to make a 


e discovery of all to the Baron St. Austin. 


« J was alarmed, but I determined not 
* to yield to the exorbitant demands 
* which he made, as the price of his se- 
« crecy z pursuing therefore the same 
plan which Ihadso successfully executed 
e upon you, I had him privately conveyed 
on board of a piratical vessel, to whose 
captain I had formerly done some essen- 
* tial service, and who, contrary to the 
general character of those who follow 
« his profession, still remembered it with 


« gratitude. 


* But let me not speak of gratitude, it 
is a virtue that has long been banished 
from my breast—Oh !:I feel the ap- 
e proach of death, my heart sickens, all 


its powers seem suspended, and life ebbs 


fast away. When you receive this I 
shall be no more; think of me with 
what charity you can, I do not ask 

Vor. II. H . 
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your forgiveness, it would avail no- 
thing — mark me, my punishment has 
already commenced, already I feel its 
&« dire effects, would that I could hasten 
the progress of this lingering death—I 
geek only eternal oblivion—annihilation. 


Oh! I have lived a life of wretched- 
ness; what have all my possessions 
« availed? Have they yielded me one 
moment of calm serenity ? No, they 
have risen against me, they have tempt- 
e ed the hand of rapacious violence, they 
e have directed the assassin's dagger to 
« my breast. When you are inclined to 
e execrate my memory, think on this, 
« $uspend the vehemence of your resent- 


c ment, and recollect, that even in the 


* most forlorn situation to which my 
« schemes had reduced you, your state 
eas exquisite happiness, when compar- 

« ed with what J feel. | 


« Farewell, I go where this confession 
« will 


"73 


« will not be required, I goto answer to a 
register where all my crimes are noted. 
« The possessions which I have so long 
« unjustly detained from you, have not 
« diminished under my stewardship, you 
c will receive the accumulated treasures, 
« they may, and probably will, yield you 
e pleasure, though to me they have 
brought nothing but sorrow and una- 
vailing regret—farewell.” 


What various emotions did the perusal 
of this narrative excite in the breast of 
Giraldus, alternately he was agitated 
with passion, or sunk to calm sorrow. 
The conduct of Fitzwalter towards him- 
self, he scarcely remembered, but the 
fate of his parents, and of his brother, 
filled his heart with anguich. When he 
adverted to his supposed uncle, he clearly 
saw the deep and artful policy which had 
given that mysterious air to his conduct, 
and had made him look with the eye of 
jealousy on his increasing intimacy at the 

H 2 castle; 
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castle; the whole of his complicated ar- 
tifice became open to his view, and he 
readily traced back every action to its se- 
cret cause. 139 te bb 


When his thoughts returned to the un- 
happy maniac with whom he had resided 
on the island, and in whom he then ima- 
gined he had discovered a father, he was 
struck with the coincidence of circum- 
stances, and so strongly was his former 
State, and the story which Herbert had 
framed, impressed on his mind, that he 
would sometimes start a doubt, whether 
be was yet in reallity the person who was 
mentioned by Fitzwalter; but a reperusal 
of the narrative soon convinced him. 

He now saw himself at once raised to 
a height to which his utmost ambition 
could never have aspired; at once bereft 
of his secret enemies, and secured from a 
state, the most irksome to the feeling 


0 
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heart—a state of dependance ; various 
ideas crouded on his imagination, and 
rendered him, incapable of separately 
dwelling on any. That evening he men- 
tioned nothing of his discovery to his 
friends. 3 ; 
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But happy they ! the happiest of their kind! 
Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate 

Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend, 
Tis not the coarser tie of human laws, 

Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind, 


Attuning all their pass ions into love, n © 


- 
as Pr 


Tux name of Giraldus, was now lost 
in that of the Earl of Montville, but 
his heart remained unchanged by the 
splendid title; the advantage which he 
might derive from it in the eyes of the 
Baron, 
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Baron was however a pleasing considera- 
tion ; not that he imagined he could be 
influenced by any sordid or vain motives, 
he knew the generosity of his disposition 
too well, but he reflected that he might 
now bestow the hand of his daughter, 
without feeling those restraints which the 
opinions and prejudices of the world have 
imposed on even the most liberal minds. 


. His knowledge of the disinterestedness 
of the Baron, was gathered from daily 
observation, but he scarcely knew the 
extent of it; accustomed to weigh well 
the motives that influenced his conduct, 
and to abide by those decisions which ap- 
peared most just and laudable, his actions 
were seldom governed by prejudice, he 
detested the name when it interfered with 
his schemes of happiness, and wisely 
combated it, whatever ** it might as- 
sume. 
"LR 1) | 

The mutual love between his daugh- 
ter 
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ter and Giraldus, had been long observed 
by him, but the emotions of pride which 
arose with the first discovery, soon sub- 
sided with cool reflection; his estates 
were ample, more than sufficient for every 


purpose of happiness, want of rank he 


considered as no essential ingredient, and 
in every other respect, the object of his 
daughter's affections was highly deserving. 
Thus convinced, his determination had 
long been fixed, but he deferred its com- 
munication for various reasons, and chief- 
ly, that time might enable him to decide 
on the permanency of this youthful at- 
tachment. 69% 


The Earl suffered the greatest part of 
the following day to pass away ere he 
communicated the intelligence to Elvina, 
his heart beat with emotion when he re- 
flected on it, and he scarcely knew how 
to introduce the subject. At length he 
drew her aside, and requested that she 
would accompany him in a short walk, as 

| he 


181 
he had something of importance which 
he wished to make known to her. 
As soon as they had reached the wood, 
<« T have solicited your company, my El- 


« vina, said he, „as what I have to 


„communicate will, I trust, yield you 
e some degree of pleasure; you have ever 
I been my friend, my tried friend in the 
“hour of adversity, since my youth have 
I beheld you unchanged by the varying 
circumstances of my capricious fate, 
«and Ohl my Elvina, it was but lately 


that J was blessed with an avowal of 


« your esteem and love; the words will 
for ever remain engraven on my heart.“ 


Elvina looked at him, as if to ask the 
purport of this preface. Make no im- 
< proper request,“ said she, you well 
* know the motives that have hitherto 
* guided my conduct, do not seek to sub- 
vert them.” No, lovely Elvina,” he 
eagerly interrupted, « I will not seek to 

H 5 | e gubvert. 
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« gubvert those principles that have long 
e been my admiration, all I have to re- 
&« quest 15, that you will transfer that love 
* which you have so generously avowed 
for the destitute and persecuted Giral- 
« dus, to him who will ever remain your 
* equal slave, to one who doats on you, 


« 1f possible in a greater — che 
“ Earl of Montville.” 


„To the Earl of Montville,” replied 
Elvina, her face overspread with crim- 
Son. * Yes, loveliest maid, for him 
„ alone have I now to solicit, for him 
* hose persecutions you have long wit- 
nessed with compassion, for him who 
* now stands before you. 

Elvina stood for some moments gazing 
on him, with an expression of mingled 
resentment and incredulity. What is 
the meaning of all this,“ said she, © you 
surely cannot mean, by taking advan- 


tage of a weak and 8 confes- 


FF. oy sion, 
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sion, to treat me with derision.“ 
« With derision,” he replied with empha- 
sis, as he sunk on his knee, No, ever 
e adored mistress of my soul, my words 
are Sincere ; in me you behold the Earl 
6 of Montville, from whom his enemies 
have long withheld his right, who by 
% late event has obtained the know- 
e ledge of his rank, and who only feels 
pleasure from the acquisition, in the 
* hope that he may share it with her, on 
* whom his happiness or misery must ul- 
<* timately depend.” 


The astonishment of Elvina still in- 
creased, she seemed yet almost to doubt 
his sincerity, and he acquainted her with 
the intelligence which had been sent him 
by Lord Albert. And now my Elvina,“ 
said he, when he had concluded his relation, 
* may I hope that your esteem will feel 
* no abatement, may I hope that you will 
* be mine? Hitherto restrained by those 
circumstances under which it would 

te have 


« have been highly improper for me to 
have indulged the blissful idea, I de- 
* termined to suppress for ever the flat- 
< tering illusion; I saw you the daughter 
* of my first friend, I saw you at a dis- 
e tance too high for my presumptuous 
thoughts to dwell on, and every exer- 
tion was vainly used to conquer a hope- 
less passion. Now when propriety 
« forbids not the request, permit me to 
cherish the extatic hope that you will 
« be mine, permit me to make known to 
* your father the state of my heart, he 
has ever been a most Indulgent friend, 
be will not refuse me.“ WA 

The shades of evening had now ap- 
proached, and the twilight concealed the 
countenance of Elvina from his view. 
Speak my angel,“ he resumed, do 
*© not suffer me to linger in this state of 
* $uspense, pronounce. but one word of 
* comfort and make 1 me the happiest of 
men.“ . a 

« Oh 1 F 
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« Oh! Montville,” she at length re- 
plied, you know full well how much, 
« how greatly I esteem you, you know 
my sincerity, but do not press a mea- 
sure which I have never yet sufficiently 
ce considered; let us retire to the castle. 
“ Do not leave me thus, loveliest maid, 
„give me but a single hope that you 
* will not reject me at last, say that you 
*« will be mine, and I will leave every 
* thing else to your decision. You have 
been my guardian angel when affliction 
„hung heavy on my heart, you have 
been the bright planet that has ever 
directed my dark steps, in you alone 
e all hopes of happiness have ever rested, 
and now when fortune has smiled upon 
e me, I would reject her gifts with scorn, 
should she deprive me of her, who can 
only render them valuable.” 


Again while he pressed her hand, he 
urged his request with fervency, Elvina 


beheld the object of her early and con- 
stant 


136 


stant love kneeling at her feet, and her 
heart was oppressed with emotion. She 
saw him suddenly raised to a rank supe- 
rior to her own, but uninfluenced by this 
circumstance $he yielded her consent, as 
She had before done her love, to him, 
who in a low estate she had deemed 
worthy of it; to the humble, the 23 
the affectionate Giraldus. 


Transported with her assent he gave 
way for a time to the emotions of un- 
bounded: joy and gratitude, expression 
was inadequate to convey an idea of his 
feelings, and he accompanied her back to 
the castle, with a heart thrilling with sen- 
sations of exquisite delight. The Baron 
heard of the discovery of his rank with 
unfeigned pleasure, he congratulated him 
on the subject with every mark of the 
sincerest esteem, and the blissful evening 
passed on, while pleasure diffused itself 
over the castle, and shone in every coun- 
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Lord Albert, the kind and long tried 
ſriend of the Earl, returned on the fol- 
lowing day, and experienced all that ge- 
nerous satisfaction from the information, 
which friendship such as his can only feel. 
At the desire of his friend, he recounted 
those circumstances that had taken place 
after his departure from the cottage, where 
Fitzwalter had been conveyed. 


As soon as he had recovered from the 
fainting fit into which their sudden ap- 
pearance had thrown him, he made eager 
inquiries concerning the Earl of Mont- 
ville, but the attendants thinking it only 
the effect of his delirium, paid little re- 
gard to his questions. The next morn- 
ing however, he still persisted in his de- 
mands to see him, and grew so vehement 
that they at length sent for Lord Albert. At 
his entrance he became more calm, and 
after ordering all the rest to withdraw, re- 
quested in the most solemn manner that 
he would inform him, whether the Earl 

of 
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of Montville had not been in that apart- 
ment on . | 


nd Alben —_ hi chin * had 
not, and endeavoured to reason him out 
of so strange a fancy, but the Baron re- 
garding him with a sullen and stern look, 
demanded, em ge 
entered the room with him. 14 


At was a friend,“ replied Lord Albert, 
with whom I was travelling, when I dis- 
* covered the fire at your castle, and who 
4 assisted in rescuing you from the fury of 
the flames. Will you inform me 
© of his name, said the Baron, , and 
„where he is at present.“ His name 
« is Giraldus, this morning he return- 
ed“. Giraldus,”: repeated the Baron, 
with looks of horror, he was drowned.” 
It was thought so,“ replied Lord Al- 
bert, still more surprised at his emotion, 
« but e Providence he ie * 

| The 
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The Baron uttered not another word, 
he sunk on his pillow and seemed greatly 
agitated. After Lord Albert had quitted 
the room he sent for pens and paper, and 
wrote at intervals, as his strength per- 
mitted, for the greater part of the day. 


The surgeon when he arrived in the 
eveningywas greatly displeased at their 
having indulged him, he was evidently 
much worse, and his fever continued to 
increase; his delirium soon became dread- 
ful, and it required great exertions to con- 
fine him to his bed. On the second day 
Lord Albert at his request entered the 
room, he had recovered the use of his 
reason, but his death was evidently ap- 


proaching. 


Tell your friend,” said he, © as he 
drew near, that you saw me in this 
ce state, deliver this packet to him, it con- 
« tains something that may yield him both 
&« joy and grief—you see my hour is ap- 

cc proaching— 
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« proaching—bid him not curse my me- 
“ mory, tell him that you saw my punish- 
« ment—that it was terrible—tell him“ 
he would have proceeded, but the exer- 
tion overcame him, he fell into convulsi- 
ons, and expired in a short time. 


Every one was shocked at this account 
of his death, the Earl forgot all the in- 
juries which he had sustained, and thought 
of him only with pity and compassion; 
the rest admired the ways of Providence, 
which had brought the guilty by various 
means to long delayed punishment, and 
protected the innocent, through all the 
deep laid schemes of artful villany. 

On the succeeding day the Earl dis- 
closed his passion to the Baron, he dis- 
eribed the progress of his love from early 


infancy, and the line of conduct which 


he had adopted and pursued, to check its 


increasing influence, and concluded with 
praying him not to withhold his consent 
| to 
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to an union on which alone his future 
— * depended. 


The . listened with attention to 
his recital, though part of it was already 
well known to him; when he had con- 
cluded, he informed him of the observa- 
tions which he had before made, and of 
his intentions, and acknowledged that his 
newly discovered rank had not more en- 
deared him to his heart, nor at all influ- 
enced that consent which * now freely 


The en e of the Baron 
on this and every other occasion, excited 
the deepest sentiments of gratitude and 
veneration in the Earl; he attempted to 
express his sense of the obligations under 
which he lay, but his words died on his 
tongue, his countenance alone displayed 
the feelings of his heart, and painted 
with animation where utterance failed. 


— 
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The time when their union was to take 
place was fixed at the distance of a month, 
and the Baron indulging that spirit of 
philanthropy, which ever strongly charac- 
terized his actions, determined that all 
his tenants and dependants should be par- 
takers in the general festivity. The pre- 
parations for this event were therefore 
immediately commenced, and Lord Mont- 
ville traced each hour of che intervening 
time with eager impatience, fearful lest 
some unforeseen accident should destroy 
the flattering prospect, and sink him from 
his present state of feliciry | to one of ex- 
exquisite __ * 5 


The return of Manny: St. Avecin From 
his travels, at this juncture, added greatly 
to the happiness of the whole party; his 
regard for the friend of his youth remain - 
ed unimpaired by his long separation; 
he had heard with the deepest affliction of 
his supposed death, and his joy was pro- 
portionably augmented, when he disco- 
vered 
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vered the error into which he had been 
led, and the pleasing reverse of circum- 
Stances that had taken' place. 


The artful: measures of Fitzwalter, 
however, were already well known to him, 
and the knowledge of them hastened his 
return from abroad. Travelling one day 
through a village in France, near the 
Mediterranean coast, he alighted at a 
small inn, to procure some refreshment; 
as he was about to depart, the landlord 
perceiving he was an Englishman, inform- 
ed him, that there was a poor man of his 
nation, then in the house, who had been 
left on the coast by some pirates, in a 
state of extreme wretchedness; that he 
was now almost at the point of death, 
entirely destitute of every thing, and with- 
out a single friend to aid or assist him. 


Henry accompanied by the landlord 
immediately visited the forlorn stranger, 
in whom he at length discovered the sup- 
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posed uncle of Giraldus, but so much 
had illness reduced him, that it was some 
time ere he could recollect his counte- 
nance. The wretched Herbert made a 
full confession of his guilt to Henry, he 
informed him of all the deep laid schemes 
of the Baron Fitzwalter, and closed his 
account with the melancholy event which 


had at length compleated the anne 
* AR 


Already tottering on the brink of the 
grave, a few hours terminated the exist- 
ence of this miserable man. Henry saw 
him interred, and with a heart greatly op- 
pressed with the intelligence which he had 
received, hastily returned to his own coun- 
try, with a view of seeing immediate jus- 
tice executed on the murderer of his 
friend. Bey £33 \ 


Thus had the last remaining agent of 


Fitzwalter, fallen a victim to the zuccess- 
* * of his employer, and Provi- 
dence 
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dence by various means had turned the 
baleful effects of every project against the 
heads of those by whom they were form- 
ed. 1 5 8 þ 


The day at length arrived which was to 
witness the union of the Earl of Mont- 
ville, with the lovely and blooming El- 
vina; the ceremony was performed in the 
private chapel, belonging to the castle, in 
the presence of two young ladies, her fa- 
ther, brother, and Lord Albert. The 
Earl now beheld the accomplishment of 
all his wishes, he felt himself the hap- 
piest of men, every heart seemed to par- 
ticipate in his felicity, and every face wore 
the smile of joy and gladness. 


As they advanced to the hall they were 
met by a band of tenants, one of whom 
in the name of his companions made a 
short address on the occasion, in which 
he expressed their gratitude to the Baron, 

and 
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and their fervent wishes for the happiness 
of the wedded pair. | 


When he had. concluded, the party 
withdrew in the same order as they en- 
tered, and repaired to the side of the 
lake, where, under the shade of oaks, an 
ample table was spread for their recepti- 
on; the Baron presided for a short time, 
and after giving them his blessing with- 
drew. 


Rural sports and diversions occupied 
the afternoon, and the evening was spent 
in dancing. A large bonfire which threw 
its strong reflections from the opposite 
side of the lake, and lights depending 
from the branches of the trees illuminated 
the gay scene, and rivalled the splendor 
of day. The company at the castle en- 
joyed the pleasing spectacle, mirth and 
hilarity diffused itself throughout the se- 
lect party, and heart: felt pleasure beam- 
ed from each countenance. 


Revolving 
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Revolving weeks witnessed the increas- 
ing happiness of the Earl and Countess 
of Montville, their frankness and gene- 
rosity gained them the universal esteem 
and love of their acquaintance, and no 
one who saw their mutual felicity, but 
acknowledged how greatly they were de- 
serving of those blessings which heaven 
had showered upon them. 


Vor. II. * 2 
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Here melancholy sits, and round her throws, 
A death-like silence, and a dread repose. 
POPE, 


Tux castle of Hardayne yet remain- 
ed a pile of ruins, or the few desolated 
apartments only afforded a doubtful shel- 
ter to the fowls of the air ; neglected by 
all, its former splendor was forgotten; the 
peasant as he viewed it felt no emotion 
but that of superstitious horror, and its 
total annihilation seemed fast approaching. 

This 
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This state of the ancient and magnifi- 
cent abode of his ancestors, now struck 
the Earl of Montville, the venerable 
ruin seemed to accuse him of neglect, 
and to demand his renovating hand, re- 
flection frequently returned to it, as to an 
unperformed duty, and he at length fixed 
his determination, to commence without 
delay the execution of his designs. 


Lord Albert, to whom he now made 
known his intention, was struck with the 
circumstance, and for the first time com- 
municated the contents of the ancient 
manuscript, which he had formerly dis- 
covered at the castle, and which, from 
the intervention of other matters of mo- 
ment, had been laid by, and almost for- 
gotten. | 


The sight of it yielded both surprise 
and pleasure to the Earl, he admired with 
reverence the directing hand of provi- 


dence, and beheld in himself, after all 
12 the 
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the strange vicissitudes of his life, the in- 
strument that was destined to accomplish 
the predictions ; he therefore, accompa- 
nied by his friends, took an early oppor- 
tunity of revisiting the castle, in order to 
decide on such plans as it might be most 
proper to pursue. 


The parts that had suffered least, par- 
ticularly the eastern side, became the 
first object of his attention; workmen 
were collected from the adjacent country, 
to remove the rubbish, and rebuild those 
parts that had fallen, -and the room over 
the well, where he had taken up his abode 
on the first night, was by his particular 
orders prepared for his own use, as a place 
where he might remain for the night, 
should unfavourable weather, at any 
time, prevent his return home. 


In a few days only, the castle had as- 
sumed a new aspect, the rubbish was re- 
moved, the court cleared, and the spaci- 


ous 
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ous apartments might be readily traced 
out, by their remaining foundations. 
Each day witnessed the exertions of the 
Earl, already was the work greatly ad- 
vanced, the turrets, cleared from the in- 
cumbent ivy, again displayed their anci- 
ent magnificence, and the eastern side 
was rendered almost habitable. In this 
situation, a stormy evening at length 
compelled the Earl once more to become 
an inmate at the the castle, and to take 
possession of his newly appropriated apart- 
ment ; his servants occupied an adjacent 
room, and strove by conversation to dis- 
sipate those terrors, which at the approach 
of night, ran shivering through each heart. 


A large blazing fire, and lights, dis- 
pelled the damp and gloom that had long 
reigned in these apartments, while the 
storm beat violently without; a slight 
supper was early served up, and the ser- 
vants then retired. 

About 


* 
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About to remain for the night in the 
room where he had once before been com- 
pelled to seek for shelter, the mind of the 
Earl was fully occupied with reflections 
on the various incidents that had befallen 
him in so short an interval of time; it 
appeared like the effect of some vision, 
whose frightful commencement was ca- 
priciously associated with a blissful ter- 
mination, he saw himself possessed of 
every wish that he could form, and con- 
scious happiness excited the most fervent 
gratitude. 


His thoughts then turned to the mys- 
terious appearance that he had beheld 
in this apartment; it dwelt on his mind, 
nor could he wholly divest himself of some 
small degree of terror, but he strove to 
shake it off, and to direct his mind to 
other subjects. 


The wind howled round the castle, and 


Shook the casements, and he frequently 
started 
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started from his reflections, at imaginary 


Sounds. As the felt no inclination for 
sleep, he paced the room for some time, 
looked through the wide window, over 
the lonely heath, and then sat down again 
to meditate on his intended improvements; 
but his thoughts wandered to other sub- 
jects, in spite of every endeavour to fix 


them. 


He had thus remained for a considera- 
ble time, and the hour of midnight was 
approaching —all was still as death, ex- 
cept when the sudden blast tumbled the 
loosened fragments from the building 
above, and disturbed the feathered inha- 
bitants of the towers; his reflections were 
appropriate to his situation, and he had 
insensibly sunk into a deep reverie, when 
a hollow grating sound aroused him with 
a sudden start. 


He instantly turned towards the door, 


and beheld one of the pannels of the 
13 wainscot 
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3 wainscot sliding aside, and the figure of 
2 man in complete armour entering the 


WW Terror had so possessed his mind, that 
be was incapable of speaking; by an in- 
| voluntary motion, however, he drew his 
sword, and stood on the defensive, while 
his eager looks seemed to demand an ex- 
planation. * Sheath your sword,“ said 
the stranger in a voice of mildness, I 
« offer no violence.“ „ Whence this 
intrusion then,“ said the Earl, © for 
« what purpose do you at this late hour 
break in upon my retirement?“ 
33 | | | A 
A I come,” replied the stranger, in a so- 
lemn tone of voice, to demand by 
what authority you take possession of 
« this castle ?” % My title,” said the Earl, 
is unquestionable, but at the same time 
« it may be proper to ask by what autho- 
e rity you demand it ?”—* Answer me,” 
said the stranger with some ,warmth. 
2 | The 
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The Earl viewed him with a fixed and 
earnest gaze for some moments, and he 


repeated the words. At length, If it is 
of importance that you should hear it,” 
said he, © as your manner seems to be- 
speak — know that I am the younger 


son of the late Earl of Montville,. and 
that I possess this caatle W 


* my deceased father. 


„The son of the Earl of Montville,” 
eagerly repeated the stranger, as he seized 
the light and advanced towards him. 
« Gracious heaven do I then behold him 
e once. Us ab 15—it is indeed—my 
« son.“ Then throwing away the light, 
he Fe him to his breast, and "oe 
over him in silence. 


The amazement of the Earl was so 
great, that he knew not how to return 
his caresses, he felt utterly incapable of 


reply or reflection. At length in some 


measure recovering himself, Oh! my 
15 « father,” 
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« father,” said he with emotion, “if such 
<« indeed you are, how has the indulgent 
e hand of heaven rewarded me for all 
© my sufferings—what bliss is it daily 
<« pouring upon me. Oh! say, why you 
have been so long concealed from the 
* world—what chance has restored you, 
<« when your death was deemed inevita- 
+08 ble 7” He sunk on his knees, and be- 
.dewed the hand that he held with his tears. 


The emotions of the Earl exceeded 
those of his son, he stood reclining over 
him, unable to stem the torrent of sad re- 
flections which at once poured upon his 
heart; he felt subdued by the violent con- 
flict, and for some moments stood the 
image of silent despair. The eager in- 
quiries of his son aroused hun at length 
from his melancholy reverie. Rise my 
e dear Edgar,” said he, “rise, and I 
« will inform you of all my misfortunes, 
« and why I have so long concealed my- 
« self among these ruins.” He arose and 
they seated themselves by the fire. 


_ 


© Twenty years have now elapsed,” 
said the Earl, „since I left this castle. 
« Ah! fatal period! which blackened 
te every gay prospect of life, and changed 
the smile of happiness to the sad gloom 
Hof ceaseless anguish. I quitted a wife 
« whom I loved and adored, I left two 
infant children, and returned only to 
* mourn their loss ; to behold this castle, 
once the pride of the surrounding coun- 
e try, a desolate heap of ruins. But let 
* me not dwell on this subject, madden- 
© 1ng reflections arise, when I call it to 
% mind. Tell me my son, how have 
you been preserved, the report of your 
« death was spread abroad, and believed 
« by all, sure no villany ?”—he hesitated, 
and his son gave him a brief narrative of 
the conduct of Fitzwalter, suppressing 
however whatever related to the manner 
of his brother's death, judging it in the 
present state of his father's mind, as im- 
proper and unnecessary. | 


The 
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The Earl heard his relation with vari- 
ous emotions, fury, regret, and affliction, 
were alternately depicted in his counte- 
nance, and it was some time ere he be- 
came sufficiently calm to proceed on the 
recital of his own misfortunes. 


BK; 1. left this castle, he at length con- 
tinued, which had witnessed six years 
« of blissful domestic enjoyment, to par- 
ticipate in the dangerous honours of 
var, I quitted certain happiness for a 
delusive propensity, and fondly hoped 
* that a short time would restore me to 
* the arms of my beloved Matilda. Vain, 
« yain+ hope, that sh6rtly fled for eyer, 
and bade despair and unavailing sorrow 

« possess this anguished heart. 


' 
nt 


Eager on our arrival to signalize my- 
self, 1 undertook, in opposition to the 
5, wishes of my friends, a secret expedi- 

tion, the event of which too truly ve- 
*« rified their , I found my- 
cc celf 


MITE 

elf suddenly surrounded by the enemy, 
« who had received previous notice of 
„ our intentions, and to submit, or die; 
« were the only alternatives; I chose the 
latter, and fell encompassed by my 
faithful band. 


When I recovered my recollection, I 
perceived with pleasure, that 1 was at- 
* tended by my own servant Walter, who 
* by my orders had remained at the 
camp, on the day of our unfortunate 
expedition. He informed me, that we 
were then prisoners, and gave a long 
account of the means that he had em- 
« ployed for my preservation; but his nar- 
rative was frequently interrupted by ex- 
« pressions of that immoderate joy which 
ic he felt at the recovery of my faculties. 


« Tt seems that when the intelligence of 
* our defeat was conveyed to the camp, 
* the poor fellow had alone sought out 
« the place of action, with a view, if pos · 
| | «6 sible 9 
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<« $iÞle, of regaining the body of his de- 
«© ceased Lord; thinking as he wept 
% over me, that he observed some small 
symptoms of life, he had repaired to 
« the neighbouring village, where, by the 
4 generous exertions of a French officer, 
I was quickly conveyed. I further 
learned, with great surprise, that a 
month had elapsed since the time of the 


engagement. 


« My first care on the recovery of my 
* genses, was to endeavour to convey in- 
* telligence of my safety to England, 
« but in this I met with some delay, and 
vas at length compelled to commit the 
© execution of this business to my faithful 
« Walter. 


f 


« More than a fortnight passed away 
tc ere; he returned, I counted the flying 
“ moments, and frequently chided his 
«© tardiness; but alas, he returned too 
"Ru too soon the fatal intelligence. 
‚ 6c reached 
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* reached my ears. Oh! my son, judge 
* of my feelings at that moment, when 
te the recollection at this remote period 
« drives me almost to distraction. In 
the short but fatal interval since I had 
« left my home, my loved Matilda, my 
children, all were swept away by che 
< ruthless — of death.“ 


The Earl trembled with the violence 
of his emotions, he fixed his eyes on the 
countenance of his son, seized his hand, 
and pressing it to his burning forehead, 
gave a loose to the afflictions which rent 
his soul; his mind was overpowered by 
the recollection of that dreadful time, 
and he remained for some time incapable 
of utterance. At length the solicitations 
of his son aroused him from the stupor of 
grief, and he became somewhat more 
calm, but delaying a further communica- 
tion for the present, each retired to his 
couch, with various and mingled emo- 
tions. | * 
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Early in the morning they arose, and 
the Earl resumed his narrative. All 
care of life was now fled, and nought 
but death seemed capable of alleviating 
© the insupportable burden of my sor- 


rows. A Jong insensIbility blotted out 


the remembrance of my- misfortunes. 


During this time my poor Walter 


* watched over me with affectionate and 
& tender anxiety, till reason once more 
© returned; my recovery was gradual, 
though by me unwished for, I sought 
REP death, but he fled from me. 


| 


_ At length at the earnest entreaties of 


« my servant, I undertook a long jour- 


« ney. through France, he hoped ' that 
change of objects might wear away the 


deep impressions of my afflicions— 
but it was impossible I wearied myself 


*in vain, peace was forever fled, and I 
« determined once more to return to my 


c native country, and bury myself in some 


"20000 far from the sight of every friend, 
« Prompted 
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Prompted by my feelings, I bent my 
course to this castle, but how shall 1 
describe my despair, when I again be- 
<« held it, desolation alas, had swept it 
« with a heavy hand; my imagination 
called back the remembrance of the 
happiness which I had there enjoyed, 

« and abandoned, I felt a horrid void in 
* my breast, tears streamed from my eyes, 
«and bitter grief overwhelmed my heart. 


In its present state of desolation I 
« felt something congenial with my own 
e soul, here, said I, will I take up my 
e abode, here indulge, while life remains, 
© those Sorrows on which the world would 
* look-with a heedless and unpitying eye. 


My determination was soon fixed, a 
private room which was only known to 
* myself, had escaped the flames, and 
% now offered a friendly asylum ; I gave 
e my servant orders to provide whatever 
© was n chen taking my remain 
4 66 ing N 
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ing valuables, I requested his acceptance 
« of them, with my blessing and wishes 
N. for his future n and W 


20G © The rareſt fellow refined my offer, 
« and falling on his knees, besought me 
to suffer him to serve me during the re- 
4. mainder of his life. - J reasoned with 
bim on the absurdity of his request, 
« but he remained deaf to all that I could 
urge, and has since continued to visit 
« * meat intervals as my necestities required. 


* « Often TYP have I been dixtapbed 

in this retreat, in spite of all my cauti- 
4 on. One evening soon after my artival, 
«as I sat lost in a mournful reverie, 
* among these ruins, I was suddenly sur- 
< prised by the approach of two peasants, 
„ hom curiosity had led to the castle. 
% My sudden disappearance, (as I after- 
ce wards learned from Waker, who resides 
at one of the neighbouring villages) 
_ 4 was productive of great terror to them, 
6 the 
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the castle was reported to be haunted 
« by some supernatural being, and the 
useful superstition freed me for a long 
ce time from every disagreeable intruder. 


« A horde of banditti next occupied 

«© the subterraneous vaults, and some- 
e times endangered the safety of my ser- 
« vant, but as they seldom remained here 
« for any great length of time, he the 
more easily eluded their vigilance. One 
evening, after the noise of a distant 
« gcuffle, I several times fancied that 1 
« heard groans, they seemed to proceed 
from this apartment, and I was twice 
« on the point of entering it, when other 
sounds from within prevented me. At 
length all became quiet, and I then 
e pushed aside the sliding door and pro- 
e ceeded towards the opposite corner, 
from whence the sounds seemed to arise; 
« it was totally dark, and I often stopped 
to listen, when suddenly I heard a foot- 
step ' advancing quick towards me. 
« Judging 
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*: Judging it to be one of the banditti J 
* immediately withdrew, and heard him 
* pacing the room for some time after- 
« wards; a loud crash at length succeed- 
* ed, and then all remained quiet n 
* the night. 


eln che morning I again heard the 
voices of men in this apartment, and on 
e the second succeeding day, some one 
« Seemed to be carefully investigating 
te every part of it, as if in search of the 
private door. 1 supposed this to be 

the same person whom I had before 
„ heard, but was uncertain whether he 
* belonged to the banditti; at length he 
gave up his search and retired. In the 
evening however my Servant was sur- 


2 prised by him, and chased to the vaults, 


here he Or OR eager pur- | 
e zuĩt. 
F 16A hare: time akier this, an incident 

8 iche gave me some surprise, 
« rambling. 
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* rambling one night through the vaultg, 
s in the firm persuasion that no one ex- 


« cept myself remained at the castle, 1 


* was preparing to open a door that leads 
* from the passage, to which some con- 
e cealed steps from the seeret apartment 
« descends, when I was suddenly aroused 
by the voice of a man, who called out 

4 loudly from within. Alarmed at this 
« unexpected circumstance, I retired,” but 
<« on the succeeding evening a conjecture 
e arose; that it might probably be some 

4 person who was confined there by the 

« banditti,” and I determined once more 
eto descend to the vault. 


On opening the door I could just 
* discern. by the faint glimmering of a 
lamp, a young man, who was seated on 
some straw; he started up on perceiv- 
ing me, then approached, and sunk 
« with a frantic air on his knee, I under- 
stood not his incoherent expressions, 


ben Wee when 1 
715 heard 
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* 


heard footsteps advancing, hastily, and 
e at the same moment the light 1 his 


eee 


1 * to 3 the 
Ms « isue , there 1 had not long remained, 
when two, men suddenly entered, it was 
te. impossible to avoid them, and I stood 
. awaiting their approach with my drawn 
« word; In one of them I thought I 
* recollected the countenance of a servant 
* whom I had left at the castle, probably 
te he remembered me at the same mo- 
ment, for he gave a sudden scream of 
* horror, and they both with 
6 bunte. 105 
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00 The sound ef horses ak ict 
me that the banditti had arrived, I 
therefore forbore to renew my visit that 
evening, but determined if possible to 
<« find out on the succeeding one, the 
<-cause of this young man's confinement; 
* N ee eee when 1 
DIPS on opened 


. 22 ” Ach, jen NT —— 
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* opened the door of the vault I perceiv- 
n entirely dezented. | 1 


0 | Diffcreriterveph of horie e in the 
& course of that night, and on the follow- 
ing day I learned from my servant that 
« the seortt residence of the banditti had 
been discovered, and that the whole 
party had been slain by the officers of 
justice. At the close of the day there- 
fore I-repaired to the court- yard, and 
stood for some time against the pedestal, 
*« 1n-melancholy:contetnplation of the sad 
« gcene that surrounded me; when, issu- 
ing from among the ruins, I beheld a 
man with a dark lantern. I was much 
* gurprised at this circumstance, at a 
time when 1 had been led to conclude 
that the castle was entirely deserted, and 
«* hastily withdrew, by the secret passage 
that opens into the area at the foot of 
the pedestal. Since then however I 
have met with nothing to disturb my 
* 2 till een improve- 


220 | 
| ments, by rendering a longer conceal- 
ment impossible, compelled me to.de- 
mand the authority by which you had 
« taken neee castle. 


— 
* 


« Little indeed er g ay 
son, that my dear Edgar still remained 
* alive to claim the abode of his ancestors. 

* It is now yours—but that little which I 

already possess must be still appro- 

priated to my use. I have vowed 
tte never more to mingle in the world, or 
quit this last asylum, and my determi- 
* nation is irrevocable — reserve to your- 
« gelf that title which would naturally 
1c descend to you in a very short time, 
& and suffer me to remain undisturbed by 
te those scenes of gaiety which can now 
e nn 


Tbe Ban tac aa 
W which had chiefly 


extited-his surprise, he then endeavoured 
Wy method he could devise; to draw 


him - 


him from his determination, but ul his 
efforts were fruitless; long accustomed td 
indulge his melancholy in total solitude, 
all relish for the enlivening pleasures of 
the world was lost, and his son was com- 
pelled to forego = hopes and his solicita- 
tions. N 0 


The Earl now led him to the room 
which he had so long inhabited, it was 
zmall and vaulted, and a lamp depending 
from the center, faintly illuminated the 
dusky scene. It had two entrances, one 
leading by a private staircase to the vaults, 
and the other by a sliding door, strongly 
plated on the inside, opened into the ad- 
joining — 


The Earl strictly adhered to the resolu- 
tion which he had formed never more to 
quit che castle of Hardayne, and Lord 
Edgar, finding how useless it would be 
to combat this determination, was com- 
pelled te return alone, his heart at once 

K deeply 
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deeply impreed with POO and tender 
ern 
His 8 though ow. bad bete 
ed u source of alarm and anxiety to his be- 
loved Elvina, and she welcomed bis ar- 
rival with tears of joy; but when he in» 
formed her of the surprising discovery of 
along lost c father, 'miingled Sensations of 
amazement, pleasure, and pity, filled 
| her heart, and every matnent she became 
more anxious ta pay 1 
n e bad S934 9422) 
+4 »£[3 07 nie:: * * 21 
8 the succeeding . the whole ſami- 
iy repaired to the-castle of Hardayne, the = 
Earl received them withimelancholy plea- 
sure, he wept over his lovely daughter, 
it; reminded him of those happy days 
which were now for ever fled, and the 
Sighs that burs from his heart, bespoke 
the violence of that emotion, which the 


By the indefatigable attention of Lord 
Edgar, the castle was at length compleat- 
ed ; and, accompanied by his numerous 
vassals, he again took possession of this 
ancient abode of his ancestors. Loud 
and unceasing aeclamations hajled luis re- 
turn, joy was- displayed in every counte- 
nance, and the court! once more resound- 
ed to the voie of mirth and gladness. 
The earl enjoyed the pleasing spectacle, 
and for à time seemed almost to have 
forgotten eee. | | 


Ina port time vegetation pread itself 
over the barren heath, it seemed as if the 
hand of enchantment had been laid upon 
it; the majestic beauty of the castle was 
restored, the prophecy was completely 
; fulfilled, and the name and virtues of the 
Earl and Countess of Montville, were 
long remembered with respect and vene- 
ration, 


The Baron St. Austin participated in 
the happiness of his children, blest alike 
in 


im a son and daughter, he experienced 
equal enjoyment from the societyi of ei- 
dcbker; and his time was occupied in al- 
ternate visits, and in the pursuit of these 

— bpeneficent designs, from which the most 
bleart:- felt pleasure must ever arise. 


| The generous Lord Albert spent a 
large portion of his time in the company 
ol his friend, he frequently spoke with 
4Y warmth of the manner in-which they had 
3 been first connected, and blessed the e- 
vent as the most happy incident of his life. 
Succeeding years gave increased force to 
their mutual esteem, and the friendship 
of the Earls of Montville and Glenderwen, 


became proverbial, even to (age ages. 
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